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Sains 
MR. DENISON, 


ONE OF THE MEMBERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 
SURREY ; 


On the Abolition of the Protestant 
Church Establishment in Ireland; 
and on the Abolition of Tithes, and a 
Resumption o 


of the other Property 
(called Church Property) in England. 


Wigan, Lancashire, 13th Feb., 1832. 
Sir, 


Wuen I was young, I was, in reading 
the Lives of Plutarch, very much im- 
pressed with what he said in praise of 
one of the great men of antiquity, the 
list of whose numerous great qualities 
he wound up by saying, that in his 
enterprises he aiways chose the proper 
dime ; and whatever else may be said of 
my deficiencies, I shall never have im- 
puted to me a neglect with regard to 
the time for doing the things which I 
have attempted to do.* At any rate, 
this, you and the whole of the county 
of which you are a member, and of 
which 1 am a native, will allow, is the 
proper time for my addressing the 
public on this subject; and it will pre- 
sently appear that it. is equally proper 
that I choose you as the channel for this 
address. r one 

The recent declaration of my Lord 

rey with re to the refusal of the 
“to pay tithes to 


























the clergy to enforce the collection of 
the tithes in Ireland, he will apply to the 
Parliament for new laws to enable them 
todo it. Let us see, ther, to what 
point the law has already reached. It 
already authorises these Irish parsons 
and lay-impropriators to seize the stock 
upon a farm, and to sell it, in order to | 
obtain the amount demanded of the iH 
tithe-payer. ‘This is a thing wholly un- | 
known to the ancient law of tithes; a iy 
thing never dreamt of in France, Italy, “i 
or Spain, or in any Catholic country in HH 
the world ; athing never dreamt of by 
those who established the Protestant 
hierarchy ; and a thing which never pt 
could have been thought of except by 
those who have ceased to regard the 4 
church as a Christian institution. If 4 
forcible entry and seizure can be made i 
for tithes, why not for “* EasTeR-orrer- 4 
incs 2?” Nay, why not for christenin 

and burial fees, and for marriage fees? 
And if this do not amount to my Lord f 
Grey's own description of the tables of 
the money-changers, whom he said he | 
wished to drive out of the temple, I do ! 
not know what does or what can. But 
this is not enough, it seems; it is not 
enough to make forcible entry on men’s 
premises and seize their goods ; itis not 
enough that the shepherd of tne fold of 
Christ take away the fleece by force, 
and apply it, not to the clothing of the 
naked, but to his own profit and own 
luxurious enjoyments ; this is notenough, 
it appears, for my Lord Grey, who, if 
this should fail, expresses his determina- 
tion to propose that new laws should be 
passed of a more vigorous and effective 
description. After seizure of all thata 
man hath in the way of ‘Property, 
comes seizure of his person ; after the 
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451 To Mr. Denison. 


newspapers, he means to proceed till he| 


has secured them the enjoyment of the 
fleece. 

To hear him and the others who are 
staniling up for what they call the rights 
of the clergy, one would imagine that 
the people of Ireland were in arms to 
resist the execution of the law of tthes ; 
and, indeed, the word resistance is con- 
stantly applied to their conduct in this 
case. The true state of the thing is, 
however, this: that the clergy upon de- 
manding the payment of tithes, are told 
that the party cannot pay, or will not 
pay ; that theclergy thereupon seize the 
stock of the party, take it away, and 
offer it for sale, agreeubly to the provi- 
sions of this most novel law relative to a 
Christian church ; that the party refusing 
to pay tithes, or failing to pay tithes, 
offers no resistance whatsoever to the 
execution of the law, but suffers his pro- 
perty to be taken away, generally being 
overawed by the presence of a military 
or half-military force. What ground 
of complaint is there, then, against the 
tithe-payers of Ireland? They suffer 
the law to take its course, and that 
course is the taking away of their 
property, and offering it for sale. But 
now comes the difficulty of the reverend 
pastors. They have no difficulty 
in the seizure, or in the offering of the 
thing seized for sale; but nobody will 
buy the thing offered for sale! And 
what is the cause of this? A “ con- 

iracy” has been talked of; and if 

re were a conspiracy capable of 
proof, there stands the law, with its 
sharp iron claws, at all times ready to 
tear the conspirators to pieces. It is a 
conspiracy such as men enter into when 
they rush out ofa playhouse that is said 
to be on fire. It resembles a conspi- 
racy te entertain a desire to preserve 
life by awoiding the effects of famine or 
of | pyar Self-interest, a love of 
£n, a desire to add to one’s property ; 
these are feeli arising out My apse 
versal desire for self-preservation. The 
stock seized by the reverend pastors 
and tendered for sale, doubtless, in 
ebarity, humility, and mercy, must 
present, in the several parishes, advan- 


tageous bargains to purchasers; and, 





there can be said to exist a conspiracy 
‘against crime of any sort. All men, 
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therefore, no such purchasers appearing, 
it must be true that it is the general 
conviction of the people of the country 
that it is wrong for any man to partici- 
pate in the purchase. In short, there is 
no conspiracy whatever, any more than 


generally speaking, are against crimes, 
moral or legal: all men do their best 
to repress crimes : all men shun crime 
or the imputation of crime, or the com- 
munity would be at an end ; and if the 
feeling with regard to tithes and Easter- 
offerings be equally prevalent, how can 
any part of the community be accused 
of a conspiracy? It may indeed be 
said, that the whole of the community 
have a feeling hostile to the law; but 
itis a thing impossible. that the law 
should, under such circumstances, be 
enforced, It may be a question whe- 
ther the community be wise or foolish 
in their hostility to the law ; but there 
can be no question that, under such 
circumstances, the wise part for the 
Government to act would be at once 
to repealthe law. I have been labour- 
ing for many years to cause thislawto , 
be repealed in time. So early as the - 
year 1805 (as any one may see by re- 
ference to the Register) I predicted 
that the whole of the ehurch of Eng- 
land must be abolished, unless it were 
then speedily reformed. I lived in 
Hampshire at the time ; 1 witnessed the 
monstrous abuses in the chureh ; | used 
to go to my own parish church, and see 
a congregation of three or four persons 
in the afternoon, while the Methodist 
meeting-house was crammed to suffo- 
cation. 1 was extremely anxious for 
the well-being of the church and the 
clergy ; but the act of 1803, which to- 
tally put an end to the duty of residence, 
aud enabled the parsons to be rent- 
ing-farmers and cattle-jobbers, made 
me look into the affair of pluralities and 
non-residence; made me write 

both, and convinced me that the . 
must come down, unless an end were 
squandering of iviags amnaa 
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chapter; I had to feel the persecuting 
politics of the parsons, and I had to 
bear my share of their oppression and 
their insolence. Still, for a long while, 
I did not wish for the overthrow of the 
estublishment, and I took the part of 
nobody that treated it with contempt. 
But when another 300 millions had 
been added to the debt, and when I 
saw that peace was to bring no peace ; 
when I saw that the army was to be 
still as large as in time of war; and 
especially when I saw thousands of the 
military heroes take holy orders, get 
themselves inducted into livings, and 
still receive military and naval half-pay ; 
after so much had been bestowed upon 
the church in all sorts of ways; and 
after pluralities and non-residence had 
become more general and more odious 
than ever; then I was convinced that 
the church could not stand in its present 
form, ant with its present possessions. 
By this time I had acquired.a full know- 
ledge of the origin of the charch and 
of the origin of its property. I saw that 
the latter belonged to the public; and I 
saw that the public must take tuis pro- 
perty and apply it to new purposes, or 
that, at last, the taxes would finally 
drive the people to effect by a convul- 
sive movement that which | wish to see 
effected by law, and in the most peace- 
able manner. 

Towards this end, things have been 
gradually drawing ever since the close 
ofthe war. Ninety-nine hundredths of 
the people have been, from that time, 
looking to the tithes as a resource. Un- 
til 1824 very few persons, comparatively, 
found themselves furnished with any 
argument for making this resource 
available; but inthat year came out the 
“ Pias*Mear,” as Dr. Black called it ; 
and immediately the whole nation seem- 
ed to become enlightened and jo ar 

ing 
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wash. In the country we call the 
stoutest and most resolute hog the 
“‘ head hog at trough.” Until the other 
day, when I saw a newspaper at Bolton, 
{ thought that Dr. Black himself stood 
in this envied station; but I then per- 
ceived that a couple of broad-sheeted 
females had actually ousted the Doctor, 
and had got their snouts eye-deep in 
the swill; | meen Anna Buopie and 
Fanny Waratep'r, the twoshe-proprietors 
of the bloody old Times, which acted so 
fine a part in the affair of ‘Thomas Good- 
man, and in the rest of the materials of 
the Whig prosecution. When we say 
* heed-hog at trough,” we make no dis- 
tinction as to hes or shes : to the stoutest 
and most resolute of the reelly swinish 
multitude, we give this denomination ; 
and if the History of the Protestant Re- 
formation really be “ Pic’s Meat,” as 
Dr. Black called it, these two females 
are certainly head-hogs at trough ; for, 
asl am now going to show you, Sir, 
they make a great deal more free 
with the Hestory of the Protestant 
Reformation, than any of the rest 
of the herd of Brovenam Vavx, 
who, I dare say, (considering his 
recent very positive and equally wise 
assertions relative to the rights of the 
clergy,) thinks the whole herd possessed 
of a devil, and wishes to see them 
driven headlong mto the sea. However, 
Sir, it is not the plagiarism of these 
stupid automatons that is of any conse- 
quence in itself; it is not what is said 
or done by the dirty-faced, gin-drinking 
vagabonds that scribble full the colamns 
of the broad-sheet ; it isnot what is said 
by the bloody old Times, by the see~ 
saw Herald, by that leaky thing called 
the Tap-tub, by that ball of horse-dung 
which calls itself the Globe, and the 
principal owner of which is that modest 
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giarisms form of the state of the public 
mind as to this great matter. It is not 
what these people say ; but what they 
hear the public say, that is the matter of 
importance. I beseech my Lord Grey to 
reflect that these people do not write for 
the purpose of instructing, of informing, 
or even of amusing, their readers. They 
write for the purpose of selling what 
they write ; and experience has taught 
the whole tribe that every individual 
will like that paper best which contains 
matter most consonant with his own way 
of thinking, and especially with his own 
wishes. ‘here are some papers, indeed, 
which are bribed ; and getting their pay 
in that way, they care nothing about the 
tastes or wishes of their readers. Now 
and tl.en one falls into the hands of a 
man of integrity, who sends forth his 
own opinions regardless of those of 
others; but such men are rare, and, as 
Dr. Black knows, often thought trouble- 
some. Of all the London broad-sheets, 
however, none is so perfectly a trading 
concern as the bloody old Times: it 
never moves without first ascertaining 
if it be possible, whether the movement 
will be attended with gain or with lgss ; 
and it invariably acts as dictated to by 
its own immediate and pecuniary in- 
terest. Just as completely as a calico- 
printer acts in the choosing of his colours 
and the quality of his cloth. As the 
fellow who first advertised Wellington- 


boots cid it for the purpose of causing 


the boots to sell more than they would 
have sold without that name, so the ar- 
ticles in this paper are written with a 
view of causing the paper to be sold 
more than it would be without the 
matter contained in those articles. 

This being the case; these papers 
putting forth, not the thoughts of the 
writers, but the thoughts and wishes of 
the people, I beg you, Sir, and more 
particularly beg my Lord Grey, to read 
with attention the following extract 
from the Times newspaper of the 9th 
instant. I beg his Lordship not to toss 
up his head and laugh at it. Itis not 
Axwya Bropts and Fanny Waatour that 
speak here: his Lordship will here be- 
hold the universal wishes of John Bull 
fully and clearly expressed ; expressed, 


To Mr. Dentson. 
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indeed, in my words, but through the 
broad-sheet of these my two obedient 
and obliging hand-maidens. 

‘“It is to be apprehended that if 
“‘ Lord Grey should not think proper to 
‘explain more distinctly than he has 
‘* vet done, his intentions, as a Minister, 
“with regard to Ireland,—we mean, 
‘‘ more particularly, in relation to the 
‘* church,—his Lordship will have to 
“charge himself with something at 
“ least approaching to an indiscretion. 
“The plain meaning of his words on 
“ Tuesday evening was, that he would 
“ enforce the law for the collection of 
“ tithe in Ireland. Was it not so? If 
‘* his Lordship answers in the affirma- 
‘* tive, he prepares for himself an enter- 
“ prise the most abortive in its execution, 
‘* and in its final results the most fearful, 
* that ever blind man undertook when 
‘* he walked over the edge of a precipice. 
‘‘It is impossible to make the Irish 
“Catholics pay tithe at the existing 
“ rate to any (even a Catholic) clergy, 
or any tithe to Protestant clergy. And 
‘* we rejoice that it is impossible, because 
“it is unjust. Let not Lord Grey 
‘“‘ threaten the wild experiment of going 
“to law with 6,000,000 of men, by 
“* seizing their goods and chattels ; or of 
“* going to war with them in a foul cause, 
‘ by attempting, on the recommendation 
“of such a statesman as Lord Ellen- 
‘“‘ borough, to imprison their persons for 
“ arrear of tithe. Let him not, we im- 
‘** plore Lord Grey, and if he will not 
‘* listen to us, we implore the more en- 
‘lightened of his colleagues not to 
| ‘* commit the peace and existence of the 
‘* realm upon a question so utterly hope- 
‘less. Does he flatter himself that in 
“the present temper of Englishmen, 
‘* this nation will consent to maxe war 
“upon Ireland for the sake of her 
** 1,600, or },800 churchmen, and her 22 
‘bishops? It is no entertainment for 
‘* such an hour as this, to fight against 
‘‘ principles with parchments. When 
“the church of Ireland exclaims, 
‘“*« Will you rob me of my property?’ 
“she is answered, ‘ Why have you 
‘abused your trust?’ Why have you: 
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_ « pluralist—those ample revenues which 





“ originally were designed for distribu- 
“ tion between the ‘ Bishop, the fabric 
“of the church, the poor, and the 
« €clergy?’ Two of these claimants, in- 
“deed, have been provided for,—the 
“ bishop and the rector have swallowed 
“upall. But the ‘fabric of the church’ 
“is kept from dilapidation by intermina- 
“ble taxes upon the very poor them- 
“ selves, from whom their rightful por- 
‘“ tion of the church revenues has been 
“wrested! This cannever stand. We 
“have long ago declared, and are daily 
“ more persuaded, that composition will 
‘no longer do,—that commutation will 
“ not do,—that any effort by mere vio- 
“lence, to coerce the Irish nation into 
‘a payment of tithe, must bring at 
“once the state itself into a desperate 
‘and fatal collision with the people. 
There is no discredit in capitulating 
“1! stimes with necessity; but there is 
ittle honour in provoking an enemy 
by whom the battle has, morally 
speaking, been already won. ‘The 
members of the tithe committee must 
feel much embarrassed by the con- 
versation in the House of Lords on 
Tuesday. If Government or Lord 
Grey should, from the outset, have pre- 
arranged the policy to be adopted, and 
if that policy be the absolute main- 
tenance of tithe, cui bono the ceremony 
of a committee ?” 

Here you see, Sir, not only my 
Opinions, not only my doctrines, not 
only my arguments and my projects, but 
my very words; and this too, let it be 
observed, in a paper which has been 
most foully calumniating me for thirty 
years, and never more foully than be- 
cause I put forth the very opinions and 
the very arguments that this paper itself 
now puts forth. Nay, at this very time, 
and perhaps in the very same number 
of the paper, it is uttering some calumny 
or other against me. Anna Bropigis the 
widow ofa parson. The proprietors and 
writers also have a deep interest in the 
continuance of the church establish-- 
ment. Judge you, then, how clear their 
conviction must be, that nearly the 
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wish for the adoption of the measures 
which I have so long been recommend- 


have a mortal hatred towards me; 


405 


ing. With very few exceptions, the 
whole of the “race that write” ti 


would do anything short of loss of bread, 
rather than contribute towards the in- 
crease of my political fame. They, who 
never pray for any other object, are upon 
their knees morning and night, implor- 
ing the devil to prevent my predictions 
from being verified, and my projects 
from succeeding: all the whole tribe, 
broad-sheet, narrow-sheet, magazines, 
reviews, pamphlets, flying bulletins ; no 
matter of what religion, or of what de- 
gree of infidelity, here they all unite 
heart and hand: and yet, and I beg my 
Lord Grey to observe it, they are all 
now pushing at the trough, and striving 
for the reputation of having the greatest uf 
share of the swill. 

Now, I beg you, Sir, towards whom 
I am so far from bearing any disrespect, 
that I wish to see you again a member 
of our county; I beg you not to disre- 
gard this decided indication of the public | 
mind ; for it is my firm conviction that F 
if you be not ready to pledge yourself to 4 
propose or support a measure for the } 
abolition of tithes, you will never again : 
be returned for the county of Surrey. i 
However, leaving that matter for the L 
present, and supposing, as I suppose, ' 
you to be actuated by motives much 
more laudable than the motive of desir- 
ing merely to be a member of Parlia~« 
ment, let me endeavour to draw your 
attention to the subject of the hierarchy 
in Ireland in the first place; and then 
to the state of England with regard to 
matters connected with the church, 

You will recollect, perhaps, the peti- 
tion which you presented to the House 
of Commons in 1829, signed by me, and 
merely praying that the Protestant 
church establishment in Ireland might Oo. 
be by law “ repealed, abrogated, digi mipa* GO? 
“lished, and rendered for ever afteR =; ‘ 
prostrate and of no effect.”. This “ey 2 
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therefore, you could not support it. In|ing my reputation for talent and know- 
answer, | told you that | was sorry that ledge, it would do more for me by its 
you did not agree with me in opinion, | folly than by its wisdom. If 1 preferred 
but that I should be quite satisfied with | my own fame, and even my own proba- 
its being presented by you, leaving you | ble greatness, to the good and honour 
at perfect liberty to express your dissent | and happiness of my country, I should 
from its contents. You did present it; pray for my advice to be rejected. I 
in a very proper manner, expressing | wish it not to be rejected. 1 wish, of 
your dissent, according to your intima- | course, to be known to have been right; 
tion, from me. I then told you, at the! but I most anxiously desire that the 
time when I published the petition, that | country may be saved from the perils 
the time was not distant when you| with which it is surrounded ; ; and it is 
would change your opinion ; and 1 | with the hope of giving effect to that 
believe that that time is close at hand, | desire that | now beg you once more to 
if i: have not already arrived. read my petition of 1829. If upon 

I Will presently insert this memorable | jreading that petition over again, you 
petition. It is a showing of cause in ‘should imbibe the conviction that you 
behalf of oppressed and insulted Ireland. were in error when you expressed your 
It is the ground, as lawyers would cal] | ‘dissent from its contents, that will hea 
it, for a rule to show cause why the great thing accomplished. The Go- 
Protestant hierarchy in Ireland should vernment cannot disregard such an 
not be abolished ; and, up to this day, no ‘opinion in a man like you. It is im- 
man has ever answered the grounds pussible but others should join yoo in 
which I laid forthe rule. I wish to call the efforts which that change of opinion 
your attention to the circumstances, would prescribe. By possibility you 
under which this petition was presented. | yourself, then, might be the cause of 
The Emancipation Bill had just been ‘snatching out of the hands of the Mi- 
passed: its advocates, who formed a_ nisters the dreadful scourge which they 
very great majority of both Houses of appear to be preparing for Ireland. I 
Parliament, insisted that the passing of here stop, hoping that you will do me 
that measure would ¢end fo the security | the honour again to read this petition 
of the Protestant establishment inIreland. |with attention, and the further honour 
This was asserted over and over again | of reading the remarks which I shall 
by all the speakers in favour of the | have to “subjoin to it, and which are 








measure; and Pee.’s-pi_i-Pee’s jus- | 


tification with his constituents, the | 


University of Oxford, was that this mea- | 
sure, so far from being i injurious to the | 
Protestant establishment in Ireland, 
was necessary to the security of that es- 
tablishment ! Was this man the greatest 
fool or the greatest hypocrite that ever 
opened a pair of lips? Neither, you 
Will say; for hundreds of others said 
the same thing ; and, upon this ground 
amongst others, that bill was passed. 
Now, Sir, I have nothing to gain by 
the Government acting wisely in the 
nt crisis: if it were to act with the 
wisdom and the energy of Solon, joined 
to the valour and promptitude of Cesar, 
it would not thereby put a single penny 
into my pocket. If it tear Ireland to 
pieces, it will not thereby tear a pig or 
& bunch of carrots from me. As affect- 


called for by the awful circumstances of 
the present hour. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in 
Parliament assembled. 


THE PETITION OF WILLIAM COBBETT, OF 

BARNES, IN THE COUNTY OF SURREY, 

Most humbly showeth, 

That your petitioner prays your Honourable 
House, that the Protestant Church of Ireland, 
as by law established, may be, by law, repealed 
and utterly abrogated and abolished; and 
that this prayer he founds on the facts which 
he, with the greatest respect, will now proceed 
to submit to your Honourable House. 

That, until the year 1547, the Catholic reli- 
gion was the only religion known in Ireland . 
that, after the Protestant religion was intro- 
duced into England, it was, by law, made to 
be the religion taught in the churches in Ire- 
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land; that a Protestant clergy were made to 
supplant the Clergy of the ancient religion ; 
that the latter were turned out of the livings 
and the churches ; that the altars were pulled 
down and the Mass abolished, and the Pro- 
testant Table and Common Prayer forcibly in- 
troduced in their stead. 

That the people of Ireland saw with great 
indignation this attempt to force upon them a 
new and strange religion, aud to compel them 
to abandun and become apostates to that reli- 
gion in which they had been born and bred, 
that religion which had been the religion of 
their fathers for many centuries, aud the truth, 
purity, aud wisdom of which were so clearly 
proved by its happy effects. 

That, therefore, the people rejected this 
new religion, of the origin of which, or of 
the authority by which it was imposed on 
them, they had, and could have, no idea; but 
that the Government of England persisted in 
compelling the Irish to submit to an abandon- 
ment of the ancient and to an adoption of the 
new religion. 

That, in order to effect this purpose, clergy- 
men to officiate in the churches of Ireland 
were sent from England, and that to these the 
tithes and other Church-revenues were all 
trausferred, leaving the Catholic clergy to beg 
or starve; but that, such was the abhorrence 
which the Irish people entertained at the 
thought of apostatizing from their religion, 
that they shunned as they would have shunned 
deposits of deadly pestilence those churches, 
to which they had before resorted with punctu- 
ality and zeal surpassed by the people of no 
nation on the earth ; aud that, still clinging to 
their faithful pastors, they secretly sought in 
houses, in barns, in woods, in caves, amongst 
rocks, or in fastnesses of some sort, the com- 
forts of that communion to which they no 
longer dared to resort in open day. 

The Government, irritated at this contumacy, 
as it was called, but fidelity, as it ought to have 
been called, resorted to means the most tyran- 
nical, the most cruel, and even the most 
ferocious, in order to subdue this pious fidelity ; 
that it inflicted fine, imprisonment, torture, or 
death, and sometimes two or three of these all 
Upon the same person ; that it confiscated not 
ouly innumerable estates belonging to Catho- 
lics, but whole counties at once, on the plea 
that this was necessary in order to plant the 
Protestant religion 5 that the lands thus confis- 
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cated were given to Protestants; and that, In 
reality, the former owners were extirpated, or 
made little better than slaves to the intruders. 

That, however, iu spite of acts of tyranny, at 
the thought of which Nero and Caligula would 
have startled with horror, which acts continued 
to be enforced with uuabated rigour for more 
than 200 years; that in spite of these acts of 
fining, confiscating, plundering, racking, and 
killing, all having in view one single object, 
that of compelling the people to conform to 
the Church as by law established; that, in 
spite of allthese atrocious acts, these matchless 
barbarities of two hundred years, the people 
of Ireland, though their country was frequently 
almost literally strewed with mangled bodies, 
and made red with blood, adhered with un- 
shaken fidelity to the religion of their and of 
our fathers; that ia spite of death coutinually 
looking them in the face; in spite of prisons, 
racks, halters, axes, and the bowel-ripping 
kuife ; in spite of all these, their faithful priests 
have never deserted them ; and that the priests 
now in Ireland are the successors of thousand of 
heroic martyrs, many of whom were actually 
ripped up and cut into quarters, 

That, nevertheless, the new Church, by law 
established, got safely into her possession all 
the property that had belonged to the ancient 
Church ;, and that she took all the tithes, aly 
the parsonage-houses, all the glebes, all the 
landed estates, which in Ireland are of immense 
extent and value; so that Ireland, for nearly 
three hundred years, continued to exhibit, and 
still jexhibits, the strange sight of an enor- 
mously rich established Church nearly without 
flocks, and on the other hand, an almost men- 
dicant priesthood with flocks comprising the 
main part of the people; it exhibits a religious 
system, which takes the use of the churches 
from the millions, and gives it to the thou- 
sands ; that takes the churches from that reli- 
gion by the followers of which they were 
founded and endowed, and gives them to that 
religion the followers of which protest against 
the faith of the founders and endowers, and 
brand their religion as idolatrous and damna- 
ble. 

That your petitioner can form an idea of 
no being short of a fiend, in point of malignity 
and cruelty, capable of viewing such a scene 
without feelings of horror ; and, therefore, he 
is confident, that your Honourable House, 
still, as he hopes, animated with the benevolen 
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spirit which led to the recent enactment in 


favour of the persecuted Catholics, will hasten 
to put an end to a scene so disgraceful, and to 
injustice so flagrantly outrageous. 

That it must be manifest to every one, 
that there could be, for giving the vast 
revenues of the Church of Ireland to a Protest- 
ant Clergy, no ground other than that those 
revenues might be applied in such manuer as 
to cause the main body of the people to become 
and remain Protestants, and that too of the 
communion established by law: that those 
revenues, on the most moderate estimate, 
amount to three millions of pounds sterling a 
year; that several of the Irisu bishops have, 
of late years, 


left, at their death, personal 


property exceeding, for each, two hundred 
thousand pounds; that the deaneries and pre- 
bends, and other benefices in the Church of 
Ireland, as by law established, are of great 
value; and that your humble petitioner is 
sure that your Honourable House will not deem 
him presumptuous, if he take it for granted, 
that your Honourable House will allow, that 
it is impossible that any Government in its 
senses, that any buttyrants, and mad tyrants 
too, would have given these immense revenues 
to the Protestant clergy, unless with a view, 
and in the confident expectation, of seeing 
the people, ora large part of heed at any rate, 
converted to the Protestant faith, and joining 
in the Protestant communion ; for, that, other- 
wise, itmust have been evident, that those im- 
mense revenues could only serve to create 
division, and to perpetuate all the passions 
hostile to the peace and prosperity of a country. 

That, however, at the end of two bundred 
and seventy-six years, there are, in Ireland, 
of Church Protestants 
than, as your humble petitioner finds good 
historical reason for believing, there were a 
hundred and eighty years ago; and that it 
is a fact generally admitted, that the Church 
Protestants in that country have long been, 
and still are, decreasing in number, compared 
with that of the Catholics, and also compared 
with that of those Protestant sects who stand 
aloof from her Common Prayer and Com- 
munion; that it isan undoubted fact, that, 
in many parishes, there are scarcely any 
Protestants at all; that in some parishes 
there is vot one; that throughout the whole 
country, there is not, on au average, more 
than one Church-Protestaut to every six 


even a less number 
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Catholics or Dissenters; and that, while tha 
Catholics are shut out of the churches founded 
| aud endowed by their forefathers of the same 
| faith, and while these churches are empty, or 
lat best echo to the solitary voice of the sti- 
peudiary agent of the opulent and Juxurious 
von-residing incumbent, the Catholics are 
compelled, either to abandon the public prac- 
tice of their worship, to build chapels at their 
own expense, or, which they are frequently 
compelled to do, kneel down on the ground 
and in the open air. 

That, if your Honourable House will hardly 
be able to refrain from expressing deep indig- 
vation at the thought of a scene like this (ex- 
isting, apparently, with your approbation), it 
would be presumption, indeed, in your humble 
petitioner, to attempt to estimate the feelings 
with which you must contemplate the present 
state of the Jrish Church, as by law established, 
and the present application of its prodigious 
revenues. 

That there are in Ireland 3,403 parishes ; 
that these are moulded into 515 livings, and 
that therefore each parson has on an average 
the tithes and glebes of more than nine 
parishes; that this is not the worst, however, 
fur that mavy of the livings are united, and 
that the whole 3,403 parishes are divided 
amongst less than 350 parsons; that of the 
3,403 parishes there are only 139 that have 











parsonage-houses, so that there is now remain- 
ing only one parsonage-house to every 24 
parishes, and only 465 that have any churches, 
or one church to seven parishes ; and thateven 
in these, residence of the incumbent, or even 
a curate, seldom takes place for any length of 
time; that the Church, as by law established, 
would seem to be merely the means of making 
out of the public resources, provision for certain 
families and parsons; that of the four afch- 
bishops and eighteen bishops of the Irish 
Church, as by Jaw established, there are, as 
your petitioner believes, fourteen who are, by 
blood or marriage, related to Peers; thata 
similar principle appears to your humble pe- 
titioner to prevail in the filling of the other 
dignities and the livings; and that therefore 
the Irish Church, as by law established, really 
does seem to your humble petitioner to exist 
for no purpose other than that of furnishing 
the Government with the means of bestowing 
largesses on the aristocracy. 


That, though this must, as your petitioner 
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presumes your Honourable House will believe, | 


be a great evil, it is attended with evils still 


) greater than itself; that to expect, in sucha 


state of things, a willing payment of tithes and 
clerical due:, would be next to a trait of mad- 
ness ; that the tithes are often collected by the 
aid of a military force, and that bloodshed is 
Not unfrequently a circumstance iu the eater- 
prise; that it is manifest that, if there were 
no military furce kept up, there could be no 
tithes collected; and that, therefore, to the 
evil of the present application of the Irish 
Church revenues, is to be added the cost and 
all the other evils arising from the keeping 
up of a great standing army in Irelaud; that, 
besides this army, there is kept on foot ap 
armed, and sometimes, mounted police estab- 
lishment, costing au immense sum annually ; 
that it is clear that neither army nor police 
would be wanted in Ireland, were it not for 
the existence of the Church Establishment, 
which the Catholics and Dissenters, who form 
six parts out of seven of the people, must natu- 
rally, and notoriously do, detest and abhor ; 
that, therefore, while the Irish Church, as by 
law established, appears to your humbie peti- 
tioner to be kept up as a source for supplying 
Government with the means of bestowing 
largesses on the aristocracy, the army and 
police appear tu him to be required solely for 
the purpose of giving efficieucy and perma- 
uence to that supply. 

That hence arise, as your humble petitioner 
firmly believes, all the discontents, all the 
troubles, all the poverty, nakedness, hunger, 
all the human degradation in Ireland; and 
this belief he founds upon facts which are 
undeniable. 

That, when the Reformation laid its merciless 
hand on Ireland, that country, blessed with a 
soil and climate as good as any in the world, 
had 649 monasteries and other foundations of 
that nature; that it had a church in every 
parish, instead of having, as uow, one church, 
on an average, to seven parishes; that it had 
then a priest in every parish, who relieved the 
poor and repaired the church out of the tithes ; 
that it had, in the mouasteries and in the 
bishops’ palaces, so many points whence the 
poor, the widow, the orphan, and the stranger, 
received relicf; and that it bad (greater than 
all the rest) unity of faith, glory to Gop with 


one voice, peace on earth, and good will 
towards men. | 
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That, alas! your humble petitioner need not 
tell your Honourable House, that these have 
all, yea all, been swept away by the means 
made use of to introduce, establish, and uphold 
the Protestant hierarchy ; that these means 
are still in practice, and are, in productiveness 
ofturmoil and misery, as active and efficient as 
ever; and that, as long as this hierarchy shall 
continue to exist, these same means must, your 
petitioner is convinced, be employed constantly 
and with unabated vigour. 

That, therefore, your humble petitioner 
prays that your Honourable House, proceeding 
upon the clear precedents set by former Parlia- 
ments, will be pleased to pass a law to repeal, 
abrogate, abolish, and render utterly frustrate 
and of no effect, the Protestant Church now 
established by law in Ireland ; that you will be 
pleased to cause a just distribution, in future, 
of the tithes and other revenues now received 
by that Church ; that, in this distribution, you 
will be pleased to cause to be made effectual 
provision for the relief of the poor; and that 
you will be pleased to adopt, relative to the 
premises, such other measures as, in your wis- 
dom, you shall deem to be meet. 

And your petitioner will ever pray. 

Barn- Elm, April 20, 1829. 

Wa. COBBETT. . 


Is it possible for any man to read the 
statement of the facts contained in this 
petition, without thinking with indig- 
nation and horror of the conduct of 
those who are now calling for the blood 
(for that is the end of it) of those who 
refuse to pay tithes in Ireland? Call as 
long as they will, however; blood or 
blood not, those tithes will, I verily be- 
lieve, not be collected another year 
either in England or Ireland. It is I 
that proceed to work in the proper man- 
ner; namely, I propose to the people to 
pray for an abolition of tithes. Men 
inay pray, surely! I show how the 
tithes came ; how they were applied till 
this church came ; how they are applied 
now; and what the law ought to do 
respecting them. I recommend all to 
be done by law; but if the law do not 
come to our relief in this matter, then 
I say that nerorm will be a despicable 


ce. 
But it is in England that the Irish 





tithe-payers have now to look for 
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friends, and not, as formerly, for sudju- 
gating foes! Every ill that Ireland has 
had to endure, has arisen from there al- 
ways having been in England a dispo- 
sition to keep the Irish down. This 
disposition exists, I thank God, no 
longer ; and as to tithes, the cause is a 
common one. ‘The Irish are only taking 
the lead ; and, at this point, this making 
both countries cordially join in this 
matter, I have long been Jabouring. 

1 wish, in this number of the Regts- 
ter, to bring together as much fact and 
argument as I can, relative to this great 
subject, on which, at last, the great 
struggle will turn, I will, therefore, 
insert below the petition which I pre- 
sented at Penenpen Hearn, in Octo- 
ber, 1828. The Tories carried a pe- 
tition against reform, because the Wuias 
proposed Emanciration, and nothing 
else. 1 presented, at the same meeting, 
the petition which | shall presently in- 
sert. I read it to the meeting, and sent 








To Ma. Denison. 





it to the sheriff to be read and put by 
him, which that impudent vagabond 
refused to do. 


Was present at that meeting, and who 
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titioning Parliament to adopt such measures 
as are best calculated to support the Pro- 
testant Establishment in Church and State ; 
and being of opinion that neither Church nor 
State stands at this time in estimation as 
high as that in which they might stand, hope 
that your Honourable House will not deem 
them presumptuous if they beg leave to be 
permitted to point out to your Honourable 
House the measures which they deem best 
calculated to ensure the important object 
propounded to them by the High Sheriff. 

That, with regard to the Church establish- 
meut, your humble petitioners perceive a 
great and growing lukewarmness towards it, 
an unpopularity approaching towards loath- 
ing and hatred, and a rapid and constantly 
increasing decline in the numbers of its 
flocks, whilst those of the Catholics, and of 
every description of Dissenter, are increasing 
in a like proportion: a fact which clearly 
shows that the Church owes no part of its 
decline to a want of religious feeling 
amongst the people. 

That your humble petitioners are convinced 
that this lukewarmness, unpopularity, and 
disgust, have arisen, not so much from any 
general and rooted dislike to the doctrines 
and ritual of the establishment, as from the 
conduct of a considerable part of its Clergy, 
and more especially from the flagrant misap- 


— | plication of its immense temporalities. 
I told Mr. Sheil, who|! 


That, with respect to the conduct of the 
Clergy, your humble petitioners, while they 


spoke there, that he spoke in vain ; for! would fain obliterate from their own me- 


that the people of England cared not a 
straw about Catholic Emancipation ; 
but cared a great deal about the aboli- 
tion of tithes. In my petition, there- 
fore, L introduced matter which, if the 


people of Kent could have heard it read, 


they would have agreed to unanimously. 
This petition contained the whole case | 


of both England and Ireland; and for 
this very reason the sheriff would not 
put it to the meeting. 
not prevent its effects; and those effects 


attentively, and have a mind ever again 
tov be a member for Surrey. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the 


United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland,in Parliament assembled. 


The Petition of the people of Keut in| 


County Meeting convened on Penen- 
den Heath, this 2ith day of October, 
1828, 
Most humbly showeth, 
That your petitioners called together by 
the High Sheriff of the county for the pur- 
Pose of deliberating on the propriety of pe- 


mory, a8 well as from that of all mankind, 


(many deeds, from the punishment due to 
_which the dignified parties have beevu shame- 
| fully screened, cannot disguise from them- 
: - 


selves, and will not disguise from your Ho- 
nourable House, that the beneficed Clergy, 


,in general, have become lax in their manners 


and their morals, given in an immoderate de- 
gree to luxurious enjoyment, habitually 
spending their time in places of fashionable, 


wet to say criminal, resort, aud, as» if this is- 
| 


land were a sphere too limited as a scope 


However. it did! dissipation, quitting the kingdom in great 


| numbers, thus drawing from their parishes 
, 


Sir, will aow communicate themselves | 
to your mind, if you read the petition | 


(more than one-half of which they hold in 
pluralities), a great part of their substance 
to be expended upon their own pleasures, 
while the Care of the parishes is left to sti- 


, pendiaries, who, from theaniserable pittances 


they receive, are wholly wable to perform 
even the smallest part of those duties of cha- 
tity and hospitality, to ensure the constant 
performance of which, as well as for the 
teaching of the doctrines of religion, the 
revenues of the Church were granted. 

That it is well known to your Honourable 


the Church, whether tithes, glebes, college 
lands, abbey lands, or, of what description 
_soever, were foundedon the basis of charity. 
and were granted, not to the Clergy for their 
own use, butin trust for the good of the ua- 





House that all the temporal possessions of 
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tion at large, and, especially, for the relief 
and the comfort of the poor, the widow, the 
orphan, and the stranger ; and that it is also 
wellknown to your Honourable Honse, that 
in Catholic times, there were no poor-rates 
no church-rates, and no paupers, and that 
the poor were relieved, the strangers as- 
sisted, and the churches built and repaired 
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bosoms swell with feelings, from an expres- 
sion of which, they are restrained only be- 
canse they can find no words commensurate 
with the nature and characier of the case. 
That, however, if your petitioners were so 
unjust and barbarous as to find, or so cow. 
ardly as to affect to find, consolation from 


reflecting that their sufferings yield in point 


out of the tithes and other revenues of the jot severity to those inflicted by the same 
Church ; and that it is further well known to jhand on others, they might find such conse- 
your Honourable House, and but too well |lation in contemplating the treatment of 
known to your humble petitioners, that the |their unhappy fellow-subjects, the Catholics 
tithes, and the rest of the revennes of the |and Dissenters in [reland, in which part of the 
Church, have, by degrees, been entirely alien- |kéngdom all the abuses above enumerated, 
ated from their original purpose-—that the ‘exist in a degree ten-fold greater than in 
Clergy now take the whole to themselves— | England ; that, in that oppressed country, 
and that the poorare relieved, the wandering |there are 3,408 parishes ; that the tithes and 
stranger assisted, and the churches built and |glebes of all these are received by less than 
repaired ont of the taxes raised onyour hum- |350 Rectors and Vicars, even the livings 
ble peti:tioners—which taxes, forthe whole of being only 515 in number, and that, of 
England and Wales, amount annually to! course, each Parson has on an average, the 
nearly eight millions sterling, of which, at the | tithes and glebes of more than nine parishes ; 
date of the last :eturn, four hundred and | that, of the 3,403 parishes, there are only 
eighteen thousand two hundred and eighty- | 139 which have parsonage-houses, and that, 
one pounds, fell annually upon the county of consequently, there is but one parsonage- 
Kent. house to every 24 parishes ; that in the 3,408 

That your humble petitioners, sufficiently | parishes there are only 465 churches, so that 
sore at reflecting upon these well-known/|there is but one church to seven parishes 5 
facts, hardly know how to restrain their feel-| that in this state of things, the Church of- 
ings, when they look at the present state of | England people have become less and less in 
this their own country, so highly favoured number, until, at last, there is not more than 
by nature, once so renowned for its good | oue person of that religion to every six who 
living, its freedom, and its happiness—but!are Catholics or Dissenters; that in many 
now so depressed and pauperized by the| parishes there are not more than five or six 
heavy hand of taxation, and especially by the churchmen in a parish, and that, in others 
unmitigated and increasing exactions of the| there are none at all ; and that, yet, the 
Clergy; that, yet, even these they. might! Catholics and Dissenters, who, while they 
bear with some degree of patience, it a due | build and repair their own ehapels and sup- 





performance of religions duties were the con- 
sequence ; but when they see that the tithes 
ofthe four hundred and twenty-seven pa 
rishes of their county are in the hands of 
less than two hundred Rectors and Vicars, 
many of whom have Prebends and other be- 
nefices in addition; when they see that 
eighty-seven of the parishes have no parson- 
age houses that the luxurious and haughty 
meambents think good enough for them to 
reside in; when they see that there are 
seventy-five parishes which have no parson- 





port their own ministers, are compelled to 
pay tithes exacted in the most rigorous man- 
ner, to a Clergy whom they seldom see, and 
of whom they often know not the names ; 
are harassed by tbe tithe-proctors and by 
processes issned frequently by the parsons 
themselves, acting as magistrates, and are, 
by the proctors, aided by armed men, tre- 
quently stripped of every thing in the world, 
even to the last potatoe, and their last rag of 
clothing ; so that, throughout whole districts, 


‘the wretched people are, at times, reduced 


age-houses at all; when they see that there |to astate of rage, produced by the cravings 
are thirteen parishes which have absolutely of hunger, and by teelings of revenge; that 
no churches; when they behold this scene of |here your hambije petitioners find the trae 
abandonment, dilapidation, and devastation, | cause of ail the disconteuts, all the violences, 
and reflect, that at the same time, even in/all the horrid acts of blood, which are cor- 
the parishes which have no churches, the |stantly making their appearance in that 
Uthes are exacted to the last blade of grass: \Unhappy country; here, too, your humble. 
ee that there are forty-four parishes, each | petitioners see the cause of those laws passed 
‘aving less than one hundred people, and | of late, fur transporting Irishmen beyond the 
yet having tithes exacted from them with | seas (and that, too, without Judge and Jary), 
> © "tmost rigour: while your humbie peti. | for being out of their houses, for any fitteen, 
rr behold ail this, and see themselves| minutes at one time, between sunset aid 
— at the same time, for the purpose of | sunrise; and here, also, your petitioners see 
b oe new churches to be pat into the the toe cause that they themselves ave 
= sand to add to the revenues of these! compelled to pay heavy taxes for tue su 
_ © Clergy—when they thus behold and in the time of profound peace, of a 

Us reflect, they do, they confess, feel their) standing army, for which they can discover 
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no real use other than that of keeping their 

Irish fellow-subjects in this horrible state of 

subjection, oppression, and degradation. 
‘That your humble petitioners, reserving, 


for the present, the prayer which they have | 


to offer to your Honourable House, relative 
to a remedy for the enormons abuses in the 
Church, proceed now to state to your Ho- 
nourable House, that it is their decided 
opinion that the dangers which menace the 
State, arise solely trom a want of reform in 
your Honourable House, and that to this 
source also they directly trace the above- 
mentioned conduct of the Clergy, and the 
gross misapplication of the temporalities of 
the Church. 

That your Honourable House have now 
Upon your table a petition, which you re- 
ceived from the hands of Mr. Grey (now 
Earl Grey) in the year 1793; thatin that 
petition it was asserted, that peers and other 
great men, only 154 in number, returned at 
thewr own pleasure, a decided majority of your 
Honourable House, at the bar of which House 
the petitioners were ready to prove the truth 
of their assertions; that your Honourable 
House received the petition, denied not the 
facts, but permitted not the petitioners to be 
heard at your bar; and that your humble 
Petitioners, in this County Meeting assem- 
bled, deem it to be perfectly notorious, that 
the state of the representation has not im- 
proved since the time when the aforesaid 
pasion was presented to your Honourable 

ouse, 

That your humble petitioners would be 
filled with surprise and wonder at finding 
that they have to pay taxes to support hun- 

reds upon hundreds of pensioned and sine- 
curist Lords, ladies, and children, male and 
female, without it being, in many cases, even 
pretended that they, or that any one belong- 
ing tothem, have ever rendered any service 


be surprised to find, that while the nation has 
only 15 Foreign Ministers in employ, it has 
actually to pay 57 Foreign Ministers, and to 


pay altogether a sum which they believe to 


surpass that which is paid for the same pur- 
pose by all the other nations in the whole 
world ; your petitioners would be surprised 
to find, that the nation has to pay one Field | 
Marshal or one General for every 163 private | 
soldiers in the army, ineluding non-commis- 
sioned officers, five Generals to every regi- 
ment of soldiers, and one commissioned 
officer to every four private men; that your | 
petitioners would be surprised to find, that) 
the nation has to pay two Admirals for every 
ene of the ships of the line, one Admiral for) 
every 140 sailors, and one commissioned | 
officer, exclusive of Midshipmen, for every 
five sailors; that they would be still more, if, 
possible, surprised to find, that a million and| 
= hall of money has been voted ont of the 
taxes for the rehef of the poor Clergy of =4 
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Chorch of England, especially when they 
looked at the above-mentioned monstrous 
|pluralities, and kuew that many of the 
Bishops have lately died, leaving from two 
to four hundred thousand pounds each in 
personal property for the aggrandisement of 
their families; that the surprise of your peti- 
tioners would surpass all power of utterance in 
finding, that military and naval half-pay had 
been given, outof the taxes, tomen, who were, 
at the same time, receiving tithes and other 
emoluments, as Clerzymen of the Established 
Church ; that, in short, the least incredible 
of these things would appear to your humble 
petitioners sufficient to astonish an indignant 
world; but that, when your petitioners 
reflect on the averment of the petition of 
1703, that a decided majority of your Ho- 
nourable House was returned by 154 persons, 
partly Peers and partly great Commoners, 
and when they further reflect that your 
Honourable House is the sole imposer and 
the sole guardian and the sole distributor of 
the public money ; when they thus reflect, 
and forget not that, in the year 1808, a 
return laid before your Honourable House 
stated, that your Honourable Members your- 
selves reeeived amongst you 174,994/, a year 
out of the public money ; when your humble 
petitioners thus reflect, all ground of sur- 
prise vanishes at once, and the only question 
with your anxious and humble petitioners is, 
how long they, and their country, are doomed 
yet to behold this state of things? 

That your humble petitioners, convinced 
that there can be no peaceable termination 
to thei: sufferings and the disgrace of their 
country, until this mighty cause of mischief 
be removed, most humbly and most earnestly 
pray, that, as the best, and, indeed, the only 
means of supporting, for any length of time, 





the Protestant Establishment in Church and 


ed State, your Honourable House will, first, 
to the country ; that your petitioners would | 


pass an Act to make a Radical Reform in 
your Honourable House, and that you will, 
next, pass an Act totally abolishing all cleri- 
cal tithes both in England and Ireland, ap- 
propriating the rest of the Church revenues 


| for the relief of the poor, leaving the Clergy 


the use of the churches, the parsonage 
houses, and the glebes, and, if more be ne- 
cessary for their support, leaving that sup- 


/port to come from their own flocks, in like 
manner as it now dves to the Priests and 


Ministers of our Roman Catholic and Dis- 
senting fellow-subjects. 


And your humble Petitioners will ever 
pray. 

All that I shall add here is the expres- 
sion of a hope that Lord Grey will well 
consider the contents of this petition, 
before he attempt to act upon the 
advice of the lofty Signor Ellenborough, 
in getting a new law passed, for attach- 
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ing the bodies of those Catholics who 
refuse to pay tithes, and to give Kaster- 
offerings to aclergy who represent the 
Catholic religionas idolatrous and damn- 
able. During the debate, in which the 
lofty Signor gave his advice, and a re- 
port of which will be found in another 
part of the Register, PLuNKUT, as the 
Jrish reporters call him, observed that 
the refusal to pay tithes in Ireland arose 
from ignorance and want of education 
in the people. This very same Piunxvut, 
in the year 1819, justified the Six Acts 
upon the ground that the people were 
now become too enlightened ; that they 
read too much to be suffered to enjoy 
the liberty of the press, which they had 
enjoyed up to that time, so that this 
PLunxur has always a justification for 
everything, either in the people’s en- 
lightened state, or in their state of 
ignorance, ‘ 

Here I conclude my remarks upon 
this subject for the present ; but, in the 
articles which I shall insert below, you 
will find even more powerful reasons 
than those which I have stated, for 
changing your opinion upon this subject, 
and strongly recommending you to read 
these articles at present, 

I remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 
Wma. COBBETT. 





CHURCH REFORMERS’ MAGAZINE 
FOR 
ENGLAND AND IRELAND. 


I nave this day (14th Feb.) received 
the first number of this work, which 
ough: to be read, and which will, in a 
chort time, be read by every well-edu- 
cated man in England and Ireland who 
Cares anything at all about the fate of 


this kingdom. ‘Lhe contents of the first 
number are as follows :— 


Art. 1.—Title and desi of this publication 
with a sketch of areata oh nse and 
me State of the question of Church 

Ch orm ; and the views and intentions of the 
—— Reformers.—Tithes before the Re- 
Chaation.— Effects of the Reformatien on 
urch property.—Abuses in the Church 
Fenerally—State of the Reform question in 
relaud.— Committees on Tithes in Ireland, 
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—Plans of the English Church Reformers, 
—What is to be done with impropriate 
tithes. 

Art. 2.—Property in Tithes.—A Legal Argu~ 
ment, showing that Tithes are the Property 
of the Public and of the Poor. By WILLIAM 
EaGue, Esq. 

Art. 3.—Welsh Curates and Irish Curates. 

Art. 4.—State of the Church in the Isle of Ely. 


MONTHLY RETROSPECT. 
England. 
Public meeting at Leeds, and resolutions re~ 
specting the Jrish poor aud tithes. 
Camberwell New Church job. 
More Bishops in India. 
Ireland. 


Tithe battle at Knocktupher. 

Petition from the Political Union of Ireland 
for the total and instant abvlition of Tithes 
and Church-rates, 

Irish tithe-proctors and process-servers. 

Subscription for the relief of the Protestant 
Clergy. 

Miscellaneous intelligence relative to the state 
of public feeling in Ireland. 

Speeches at the Irish National Political Union, 

Parliamentary Intelligence. 


The first article it is of great import- 
ance that every one should read. It is 
a brief, but a very clear account, not 
only of the origin of tithes and of other 
church-property, but of the application 
of them, and of the grounds of the op- 
position to their collection which :at 
presentexists. It will be read by every 
Englishman and every Irishman with 
the greatest satisfaction; and so far am 
I from thinking it necessary to apologize 
for its length, that I am sure my read- 
ers will receive it as one of the most 
valuable services ever rendered them by 
this book of mine, during the thirty 
years that it has been published. 





Art. 1.—Title and design of this pub- 
lication ; with a sketch of the origin, 
progress, and present state of the 
question of Church reform, and the 
views, intentions, and plans of the 
Church reformers. 


This being, as the reader will perceive, 
the first number of the Cauvaca Re- 
rormens’ Macazinx, it may be naturally 
expected that we should give some ac- 
count of the title and object of the work. 
With respect to the title, it will per 

be objected, that it is too general in its 
signification to be affixed to a publica- 























475 


tion, which, it will be seen, is intended 


to be devoted to the consideration of 


Cuurcs RerorMers’ MaGazine. 


| 





With respect to the lands, they consisted, 


first, of the lands belonging to the se- 


the question of church reform in regard cular clergy, Viz., bishops, deans, pre- 
to temporal matters only; but as it is| bendaries, parsons, and vicars, including 
notorious that this is the sole object of | the ancient glebe lands of the parish 
the great body of church reformers, and | churches, that is to say, the glebe lands 


that they are commonly known by that 
appellation, and that no disposition has 
been manifested by any considerable 
portion of the public to interfere with 
the spiritual doctrines of the church, we 
entertain very little apprehension that 
the title which we have chosen will 
create any misconception as to the real 
nature and object of this work. And 
we take this opportunity of stating, that 
we shall always use the terms church 
reform and ecclesiastical reform in the 
limited sense to which we have just al- 
luded, that is to say, with reference to 
the temporalities of the church only. 
The next duty imposed upon us is, to 
explain the design of this publication ; 
and this we shall do as plainly and as 
briefly as the nature of the subject will 
permit; for apon this point we think 
that the work should in a great measure 
speak for itself. ‘The title that we have 
selected, and what we have already 
stated on that subject, have rendered it 
almost unnecessary for us to declare that 
itis our intention to support the cause 
of ecclesiastical reform; but as there 
are ecclesiastical reformers of all sorts 
and degrees, and even the bishops them- 
selves profess to be church reformers, 
we feel that the public have a right to 
expect from us a more explicit declara- 
tion of our opinions. We have no dis- 
position to maintain any reserve upon 
this head ; but we think that the nature 
of our undertaking requires that we 
should, in the first place, give a short 
sketch of the principal abuses which 
now prevail in the church establishment, 
and also take a general historical survey 
of the origin, progress, and present state 
of the question of church reform, and 
the views and intentions of the church 
reformers. For this purpose it will be 


necessary to go back to the time of the 
Reformation. 


Before the Reformation, the posses- 
sions of the church consisted, as they 
now do, principally of lands and tithes. 








with which the churches were endowed 
at their first foundation.. ‘These glebe 
lands, at the time of which we are now 
speaking, were not wholly in the pos- 
session of the parochial clergy; a very 
considerable proportion of them was in 
the possession of the abbots and priors 
of religious houses, to which they had 
been from time to time appropriated as 
parcel of the parsonages to which they 
were annexed. They consisted, secondly, 
of the lands belonging to the religious 
houses, hospitals, chantries, free chapels, 
&c., which, as it is well known, were 
very numerous both in England and 
Ireland. The lands of the religious 
houses, or monasteries, as they were 


commonly called, very far exceeded in 


quantity and value all the other eccle- 
siastical possessions which we have just 
enumerated. 

With respect to the tithes, which form 
the most important branch of our pre- 
sent inquity, the greater part of them 
was, at the time of the Reformation, in 
the possession of the secular incumbents 
of parish churches, that is to say, of 
parsons and vicars having cure of souls ; 
but a very large part of them had been 
appropriated to monasteries, in the 
manner which we have already men- 
tioned with reference to glebe lands. 
For on these occasions the monasteries 
usually reserved the most valuable tithes, 
and left the remainder, together with a 
portion of the glebe, to the vicars, or 
deputies whom they appointed to per 
form the spiritual duties in their stead. 
This was the origin of vicarages, and of 
what are now called appropriate and 
impropriate rectories and tithes. “The 
number of parsonayes thus appropriated 
was 4,845." But besides these appro- 

* These parsonages, where they are in the 
hands of spiritual persons and corporations, 
are still called appropriations ; where they 
are in the possession of laymen, they are 
termed impropriations : there are in 


at the present day more than 1,000 of the 
tormer, and about 3,845 of the latter. 
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priate tithes, the monasteries were also! 
in possession of certain small parcels of 
tithes, which were granted to them be- 
fore tithes were made payable to parish 
priests by the general law of the land. 
These are now called portions of tithes, 
We have no exact account of the quan- 
tity of land which belonged to the reli- 
gious houses, nor of the valae of their 
possessions generally; which was no 
doubt considerably underrated in the 
ecclesiastical survey made in 26 Henry 
VIII. But ithas been said by historical 
writers of good repute, although there 
is perhaps some exaggeration in the 
statement, that it amounted to a third 
part of the rental of the whole kingdom 
of England ; their possessions were pro- 
portionably large in Ireland. 

The enormous wealth of the secular 
and regular clergy of England and Ire- 
land before the Reformation, has been 
constantly urged by Protestant historians 
and writers, as a reproach upon the 
Roman Catholic ehurch, and they have 
spoken in terms of unqualified approba- 
tion of the measures by which the re- 
gular clergy, that is, the religious 
houses, were stripped of their posses- 
sions, in the reign of Henry VIII. In- 
deed, on barely looking at the amount 
of their revenues, the imagination is 
shocked, and our indignation is excited, 
at finding it so vastly disproportionate 
to the religious wants of the inhabitants 
of the two kingdoms; but upon iaquir- 
ing into the real nature and character of 
the establishment, to the support of 
which those revenues were appropriated, 
Wwe shall very soon discover that it was 
very far from deserving all the odium 
that has been so unsparingly cast upon it. 

Notwithstanding so much has been 
written within the last few years to re- 
move the popular prejudices on this 
head, it is still a very common error to 
Suppose that the revenues of the Roman 
Catholic church were applied solely to 
the support of the secular clergy and 
monks, and the maintenance of divine 
worship, and the other ceremonial duties 
of religion. The trath is, that all the 
Possessions gf the church, of whatever 
nature or kind, were originally and es- 





sentially eleemosynary as well as reli- 
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gious; that is to say, the possessors 
were bound by the tenure or condition 
by which they held them to give alms 
to the poor. With respect to the pur- 
poses for which the lands and tenements 
of the monasteries were given to them, 
we need only cite the statute of 35 Ed- 
ward I., in which it is expressly recited 
that they were given to the intent “ that 
** sick and feeble men might be main- 
*‘ tained, hospitality, alms-giving, and 
‘* other charitable deeds might be done.” 
As to the the tithes, they were not only 
generally consecrated to the same pious 
and charitable fpurposes, but a specific 
proportion of them, namely, one-third 
part, was assigned for the relief of the 
poor, and was received by the clergy as 
mere trustees for that particular purpose. 
In short, it is a fact which cannot be 
disputed, that up to the time of the Re- 
formation, the poor were for the most 
part maintained by the parochiai clergy 
and the religious houses. We = shall 
presently see how complelely this distri- 
bution of the revenues of the church was 
changed by the Reformation, and how 
powerfully that change has operated, 
even at this distance of time, in produc- 
ing a state of things which seems to 
portend a second reformation of the 
temporal establishmeet of the church, 
perhaps, more sweeping than the first. 
The Reformation produced several 
very important changes in the temporal 
affairs of the church,—first, in respect 
to the regular clergy, it swept away all 
the manors, lands, impropriate parson- 
ages, tithes, and other possessions of 
the religious houses, which were trans- 
ferred to the crown and its grantees, 
who consisted principally of the aris- 
tocracy and ecclesiastical corporations ; 
secondly, in regard to the secular clergy, 
their possessions were, it is true, left 
untouched, but they were enabled to 
marry, which, it will be seen, occasioned 
a very great alteration in the applica- 
tion of their revenues ; and, thirdly, it 
produced aclose and mercenary alliance, 
or rather, an indentity of temporal in- 
terests between the church and the state, 
which has subsisted down to the present 
time. These were the principal causes 
of that perversion of tithes and other 
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ecclesiastical possessions from their ori-|larze and powerful body of the laity, 
ginal and legitimate purposes, which is|and of the aristocracy in particular, 


now become the subject of universal 
complaint, and indeed forms the main 
object of our present inquiry. 
It is worthy of observation that the 
statute of 27 Hen. VIII. c. 28, which 
dissolved all monasteries which did not 
possess more than 200/. per annum, 
imposed upon the grantees of the crown 
the obligation of maintaining hospitality 
in the houses and precincts of such 
monasteries, and that this duty is also 
expressly recognised in many of the 
grants of Hen. VIIL, but no similar 
provision is to be found in the statute 
of 31 Hen. VIII. relating to the greater 
monasteries ; but as the duty or trust 
was not abrogated by those statutes, it 
cannot be doubted but that the posses- 
sions of the religious houses passed to 
the grantees subject to that general 
eleemosynary trust; and that, as to the 
tithes, they continued liable to the ad- 
ditional specific trust which has been 
already mentioned. It is, however, 
certain that all these trusts and duties 
were, shortly after the Reformation, 
wholly neglected, not only by the lay 
and ecclesiastical possessors of abbey 
lands and tithes, but also by the paro- 
chial clergy. It is more than probable 
that the laity were the first delinquents; 
and it is easy to perceive how their ex- 
ample must have operated upon the 
clergy, who, it must be remembered, 
‘Were now permitted to marry. We are 
no advocates for the celibacy of the 
ministers of religion, but it would 
argue a very imperfect knowledge of 
the weaknesses of humanity if we were 
to attempt to deny that the claims of 
wives and children must, in very many 
instances, have proved too powerful for 
the faithful discharge of those fiduciary 
duties, which, by their original institu- 
tion, and by a perfectly consistent po- 
licy, were intended to be performed by 
an unmarried priesthood. But weare not 
to suppose that it was the mere force of 
the example set by the lay proprietors 
of abbey lands and tithes, which influ- 
enced the conduct of the Protestant 
clergy ; it was the certainty of impunity 





were participators in the spoil. 

The poor being thus deprived of the 
public provision assigned for their relief 
out of the tithes and other ecclesiastical 
possessions, were left to depend wholly 
upon private charity; but this proving 
insufficient for their support, although 
it was encouraged by several acts which 
were passed for promoting the collection 
of voluntary alms, it became absolutely 
necessary, not only for the sake of hu- 
manity, but for the public safety, to 
resort to a compulsory legislative enact- 
ment. The course which justice would 
have prescribed on this occasion would 
have been, to restore and enforce the 
system which prevailed before the Re- 
formation; and this measure would 
undoubtedly have been adopted, if the 
question had concerned ecclesiastical 
persons only ; but the crown and the 
aristocracy were now interested in op- 
posing it; and therefore, instead of as- 
sessing the church and abbey lands and 
tithes to the relief of the poor, the le- 
gislature passed the statute of 43 Eliz., 
which is the foundation of the present 
system of poor-laws, and which, as is 
well known, makes no distinction be- 
tween ecclesiastical and lay property. 
But, still, this statute did not release 
the church and abbey lands and tithes 
from the obligation of relieving the 
poor, to which they were liable by their 
original institution. 

We have thought it right to make 
this statement relative to the ancient 
mode of maintaining the poor, because 
it is now become a matter of great 
public interest, and because, by a just 
and signal retribution, the burden of the 
poor-rates, which was cast upon the 
laity in the manner already mentioned, 
is now urged, on the ground of justice 
as well as expediency, as one of the 
strongest objections to the eontinuance 
of the tithe system. 

The next subject that we are called 
upon to notice, is that which we have 
just alluded to, namely, the tithes. It 
would require a volume to describe the 
various evils, abuses, and pernicious 





afforded by the circumstance, that a 


consequences of this system; and a 
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considerable portion of this publication 
will necessarily be devoted to its consi- 
deration; we shall therefore for the) 
present content ourselves with remark- 
ing, that it is considered by all church 
reformers as the greatest and most in- 
tolerable of all the grievances of the, 
church establishment, and, as Lord) 
Lyndhurst has observed, is constantly 
placed by them in the front of the 
battle. - We cannot, however, avoid 
mentioning, that the odium against 
tithes has be:n very materially in- 
creased of late years by the greediness 
and rapacity of the tithe-owners, both 
lay and ecclesiastical; by their inva- 
sions and encroachments upun rights 
which were sanctioned by immemorial 
usage and enjoyment; and the unjust 
and partial decisions of the courts of 
law and equity, and more especially the 
Court of Exchequer. We ethall here- 
after produce instances of the truth of 
what we now assert. 

With respect to the other abuses of 
the ecclesiastical establishment in Eng- 
land and Ireland, we shall bazely enu- 
merate them, as we fear we have already 
exceeded the just limits of this atticle. 
The enormous revenues of the church, 
its useless and expensive dignities, sine- 
cures, and pluralities, the clerical ma- 
gistracy, the political subserviency of 
the clergy, and the ecclesiastical courts; 
these have all contributed to raise the 
tempest of ecclesiastical reform, which 
has heen for some time gathering from 
every quarter, and now seems ready to 
burst upon the temporalities of the 
church. It is, however, impossible to 
allude to the political conduct of the 
clergy without calling to mind that they 
have always been the stanch and zealous 
supporters of that horrible and grinding 
system of taxation, the burden of which 
has been one of the principal causes of 
the present eutcry against tithes, and 
which, by producing a state of things 
that renders it absolutely necessary that 
some part of the burden must be thrown 
off, has, independently of all other rea- 
Sons, rendered the destruction of tithes 
inevitable at no very distant period. 
Nor can we over in silence the 








Parliamentary conduct of the bishops 


upon the three most important questions 
which have agitated the public mind 
for manysyears past, namely, the pro- 
ceedings against the late Queen Caro- 
line, the Catholic emancipation, and 
above all the late Parliamentary Reform 
Bill; for it is certain, that the course 
pursued by them on those occasions has 
tended very materially to produce the 
conviction, which is now become almost 
universal, that it is absolutely necessary 
to exclude the clergy from the exercise 
of every species of temporal power and 
authority. 

It now becomes necessary to make 
some observations upon the present state 
of the church-reform question. The 
expression of public opinion in favour 
of ecclesiastical reform has been, for 
some time past, so strong and un- 
equivocal, that it is unnecessary, in this 
place, to say much on that head ; but it 
has hitherto made little or no progress 
in the legislature, nor in truth is it to 
be expected that any substantial re- 
formation of ecclesiastical abuses will 
be accomplished, or even attempted, 
during the existence of the present 
House of Commons ; but it is almost 
certain that it will be one of the first 
questions which will occupy the atten- 
tion of the reformed Parliament; in- 
deed, it is manifest from the signs of the 
times, that it is a measure which canuot 
be much longer delayed. The burst of 
tumultuous acclamation with which 
every denunciation of the abuses of the 
church, and particularly tithes, is in- 
variably received at public meetings, 
the resolutions of political unions, the 
numerous books, pamphlets, and tracts, 
which are constantly issuing from the 
London and provincial presses, relative 
to ecclesiastical reform, and the able, 
zealous, and determined manner in 
which it has been commented upon and 
supported by the leading journals and 
other publications of the day ; all these 
things, even without the warning given 
to the bishops by the Prime Minister 
are indications not to be mistaken but 
by those who are wilfully blind, that the 
time is arrived when it is become abso- 
lutely necessary for the clergy ‘‘ to set 
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In making these allusions to the pre-|** police to the sea-shore, for the pur- 
sent state of public opinion, we have |“ pose of being sold in the markets of 
treated it with reference to England)“ this country ; but resolutions had been 
only ; we must now turn our attention |“ entered into even in this country, that 





to Ireland. We are, however, anxious 
that it should be clearly understood that 
we have separated the consideration of 
this subject, as it regards England and 
Ireland, not because we are so ignorant 
as to imagine that the general question 
of church reform is not substantially the 
same in both countries; but because, 
owing to political and local causes, 
which we shall not here attempt to de- 
scribe, popular opinion has, in Ireland, 
assumed, to say the least, a more une- 
quivocal and determined aspect. The 
wrorgs of Ireland are a subject which 
has exhausted all the powers of elo- 
quence ; but no language can describe 
the calamities which ages of civil mis- 
rule, and ecclesiastical tyranny and op- 
pression, have brought upon that un- 
happy country. It is therefore no 
wonder that, in Ireland, church reform 


“no man would buy Trish cattle, branded 
‘and brought to sale for the payment 
* of tithes.” 

But this is not all, not to mention 
minor disturbances, the interference of 
the armed police in enforcing the de- 
mands of clergymen, Protestant, Chris- 
tian clergymen !! has led to the most 
horrible scenes of violence and blood- 
shed. At Newtownbarry, and more 
recently at Knocktopher,* fresh victims 
have been added to the long and san- 
guinary list of twenty-six thousand 
human beings who, within the previous 
thirty years, had been sacrificed to the 
enforcement of the tithe system.T 

The cry of universal horror and in- 
dignation which followed the massacre 
of Newtownbarry, which at once re- 
vealed to the people of England the 
‘real cause of the complaints of the Irish 








is no longer merely a matter of opinion | people, and of their systematic opposi- 
and discussion, but of action; in Kil- | tion to the payment of tithes, as well as 
kenny, Carlow, Queen's County, and a/ the utter inefficiency of the tithe compo- 
great part of Wicklow, and in Wexford, sition act, appears to have forced upon 
Tipperary, King’s County, Longford, | the Government the conviction that, to 
and Westmeath, there has for some | use an expression which is now become 
time past existed a general and sys-| perfectly familiar to our ears, “ Some- 
tematic opposition to the payment of thing must be done,’ which, by the 


tithes; and the Protestant clergy have, 
in many instances, been reduced to 
absolute poverty. Mr. Stanley says,— 
* Cattle had been seized in default of 
payment, and the plan was resorted 
to of confining them within doors in 
the day time, and letting them out 
during a short period of the night. 
“ If they were sent to graze in the day, 
scouts and signals intimated the ap- 
proach of the officers of the laws, and 
they were driven off; when seized, 
no Opposition was offered to the laws ; 
they were impounded and brought to 
“sale. No man, however, would ex- 
pose himself to the odium of becoming 
a purchaser, and the tithe-collector 
was obliged to purchase them him- 
“ self. They were taken to a distant 
market : no man would provide them 
provender, or give them a night's 
“shelter. They were escorted by the 


way, in its popular acceptation, signifies 
everything that is necessary to be done, 
and without governments, means just 
as much as they find that the people are 
determined to extort from them. In 
pursuance of the recommendation. con- 
tained in the King’s speech at the open- 
ing of the present session, committees 
of the Lords and Commons have been 
appointed to ‘“‘examine into the pay- 
“ ment of tithes in lreland and the laws 
“ relating thereto.” We do not pre- 





* An account of this sanguinary conflict is 
given in our Retrospect. 


+ Mr. B. Osborne, at the great aggregate 
meeting of the county of Wexford, beld July 
30th 1831, said, “* I have taken the laborious 
** trouble to search accurately the files of some 
** Irish journals, and | have found that no less 
** than Six-and-twenty thousand persons have 
** been butchered, in cneution aad souiealt 


“ the last thirty years, in the enforcement 
|“* this system.” 
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tend to be acquainted with the intentions 
of the Goverument, but if we may judge 
from the speeches of Lord Melbourne 
and Mr. Stanley, the result of the deli- 
berations of the committees will be any- 
thing but satisfactory to the people of 
Ireland. No reduction of the burden of 
the tithes appears to be contemplated ; 
the shape of the thing is to be altered, 
but its weight is not to be diminished. 
According to Mr. Stanley's argument, 
itis the mode, and not the amount of 
the payment, that constitutes the griev- 
ance of the Irish tithe system. Mr. 
Stanley, however, ought to be well 
aware, that the Irish tithe-payer does 
not merely complain of the fashion of 
his chains, but of their weight and 
pressure, which are grinding him to the 
earth. Mr. Stanley is therefore in fa- 
vour of a land commutation ; this, to 
be sure, is foolish enough; but Lord 
Melbourne, with the scene at Newtown- 
barry fresh in his recollection, actually 
suggests to the committee, “ whether 
“it would not be wise to make the 
** composition act compulsory through- 
“out the kingdom.” This is not the 
time, if our limits would permit, to 
discuss the propositions which we have 
just mentioned, but with regard to that 
of Mr. Stanley, we cannot refrain from 
making a few observations upon it. 
Ireland contains about 18,000,000 En- 
glish acres of land, of which, after de- 
ducting the church and tithe free lands, 
and impropriate tithes, 14,000,000 acres 
at least are subject to ecclesiastical 
tithes. Now, supposing the commuta- 
tion in land to be allotted in the pro- 
portion commonly adopted in tithe 
cominutation acts in England, the 
Irish clergy would be entitled to a 
Seventh part, viz., 2,000,000 acres of 
the titheable lands. This, added to the 
1,000,000 acres now in ecclesiastical 
hands, would appropriate 3,000,000 
acres, or one-sixth of the whole soil of 
Ireland, to the support of a temporal 
establishment of a_ religion , which, 
taken at the highest, is professed hy 
only a fourteenth part of the whole 
community. It is almost needless to 
ask, whether this be a plan likely to re- 
Move the complaints of the Irish peo- 








ple; and whether, in particular, the 
Catholics and Presbyterians are pre- 
pared to give up a seventh part of their 
lands to the support of the clergy of a 
church with which, to use the mildest 
expression, they hold no commumon ; 
for after all that has been written and 
said about the vexation of tithes, we are 
convinced that this is felt to be one of 
the greatest grievances of the tithe sys- 
tem, both ia England and Ireland. In 
short, it is a question which, in our 
opinion, can be satisfactorily settled 
only by a reformed Parliament. We 
are too well acquainted with the pre- 
sent state of Ireland not to be fully 
aware of the danger of delay; but as 
we think that ineffectual measures will 
merely tend to aggravate the evil, we 
venture to suggest, that the safest, and 
indeed the only course which the pre- 
sent Parliament can pursue, will be to 
pass a short.act to suspend all further 
payment of tithes in Ireland, until the 
question can be finally disposed of by 
a House of Commons composed of the 
real representatives of the people. 

With respect to the views and inten- 
tions of the church reformers, which 
are the next subject of consideration, 
we have already stated that there are 
church reformers of all sorts and de- 
grees: but, without pretending to be 
perfectly accurate on this head, we 
think that the great mass of church 
reformers may be divided into the three 
following classes. First, those who 
propose no other measure of reform 
than what they are pleased to call an 
amelioration of the tithe system, that is, 
either to pass a compulsory or volun- 
tary tithe composition act, or to give @ 
perpetual rent charge or a part of the 
land itself, by way of commutation, in 
lieu of tithes in kind. A bill for facili- 
tating compositions for tithes has been 
several times brought into the House of 
Lords by the Archbishop of Canterbury ; 
but the provisions of the bill, and the 
quarter in which it originated, prove, 
beyond all doubt, that it was brought 
forward for the double purpose of stifling 
the cry for ecclesiastical reform, and in~ 
creasing the revenues of the clergy, 
Indeed, this seems to be the real object 
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of all the various composition and com- 
mutation projects which have been lately 
laid before the Parliament. This sort 
of tithe reform, which is however 
scarcely worthy of that name, has, we 
believe, very few advocates except 
amongst the lay and clerical aristocracy, 
the beneficed clergy, and others who 
are directly or indirectly interested in 
tithes. With respect to the Archbi- 
shop's bill in particular, it is easy to 
imagine the feeling with which the 
clergy must regard a measure which 
would at once augment their incomes, 
and relieve them from the trouble, ex- 
ense, and odium, of collecting tithes in 
Kind. Upon the whole, it is quite cer- 
tain that the composition and commu- 
tation scheme will not be abandoned 
without great reluctance by the aristo- 
cracy and clergy; we shall therefore 
defer our observations upon it until it 
is again brought before the legislature. 
In the meantime, we cannot help re- 
marking, that although the outcry 
agaiust tithes owes its origin in a great 
measure to the vexatious character of 


the tithe system, and this was at first | 


the only grievance complained of by 
the tithe-payers in their petitions to 
Parliament, it is now almost lost, or, as 
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|ing the tithe-system, namely the tithe- 
| payers, under which name we include 
the consumers as well as growers: of 
titheable produce, which, it is well 
known, comprises everything that is 
necessary for the food of man. We 
cannot bring ourselves to believe that 
the tithe-payers, who it must be re- 
membered are the aggrieved and com- 
|plaining parties, will be satisfied with 
any measures which would merely 
occasion an alteration in the mode of 
paying tithes, or of the persons to whom 
they are to be paid, without any dimi- 
nution of the burden. It is, we think, 
the height of absurdity to imagine that 
the tithe- payers, who are the authors 
and principal agitators of the question 
of tithe reform, and who alone possess 
the power of carrying any effectual 
measure of reform, have been labouring 
to pull down one tyrant, merely for the 
sake of setting up another. 

The third class of church reformers 
consists of those who support the three 
following propositions: 1. ‘To sell the 
ecclesiastical estates and property of 
every description now possessed by the 
bishops, for the use of the public; and 
to assign to them out of the general 
‘revenues of the state, a provision suita- 








Jawyers would sey, merged, in the ge- | ble to the episcopal character and func- 


neral complaint against the intolerable 
burden of tithes, and their perversion 
from the charitable purposes for which 
they were originally instituted. ‘The 
second class of church reformers com- 
prises those who propose that a!l tithes 
belonging to ecclesiastical benefices 
shall be sold, and the produce of the 
sale applied to the discharge of the 


national debt; and that the parochial | 


clergy shall receive stipends from the 
state in proportion to their services. 
With respect to this last proposition 
concerning tithes, we cannot refrain 
from observing, that the political eco- 
nomists, by whom it is principally sup- 
ported, seem to have wholly overlooked, 
or at all events have not sufficiently 


considered, a question which we appre- ; 


hend will raise a very serious if not 
an insuperable objection to their project, 
that is, whether it will satisfy the par- 
ties who are most interested in reform- 


tions; and also to deprive them of 
their seats in the House of Lords; and 
| to renderthe clergy in general incapable 
of holding the office of justice of the 
peace, or exercising any temporal power 
or authority whatever of a_ public 
nature; and in particular to suppress 
all the ecclesiastical courts. 2. To 
abolish all deans and chapters, and other 
unnecessary dignitaries of the church 
establishment; and to sell all their 
estates, and apply the produce of the 
sale to the service of the public. 3. To 
abolish tithes of every description ; and 
to sell ali the lands now possessed by 
the parochial clergy except the ancient 
elebes ; to permit the incumbents of 
benefices to retain the churches, the 
parsonage and vicarage houses, and 
the ancient glebes; and for thé rest, 
to leave them to the voluntary contri- 
butions of their congregations. This 
third class, of which we are now speak- 
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‘ng, comprises, we have good reason 


to believe, a very great majority of 
‘the people of England, and is daily 


increasing in numbers. It should, 


however, be observed, that there are 


many persons belonging to this class 
who, although they agree in the jus- 


' tice and propriety, und indeed the 


necessity of abolishing tithes, are never- 
theless in some difficulty in regard 
to what is to be done with the tithes 
which are in the possession of the lay- 
impropriators who they think are en- 
titled to receive a compensation for that 
part of the tithes which they do not hold 
in their capacity of trustees, that is to 
say, one-third part. 

With respect to our own opinions on 
the subject of ecclesiastical reform, we 
think fit to avow them openly, not from 
any vain notion of their importance, but 
from a desire that there shall be no room 
for any misconception as to the character 
and object of this publication. We have, 
then, no difficulty in declaring that we 
concur in the three propositions main- 
tained by the third class of church 
reformers. With respect io the lay- 
impropriators, we are not prepared to 
agree with those who think them entitled 
toa compensation for tithes to the extent 
which we have already specified. We 
should entertain very little doubt as to 
the reasonableness of their claim to that 
extent, indeed we should at once come 
toa conclusion in their favour, if we 
could be brought to consider them as 
beingy what they now represent them- 
selves to be, mere laymen, and bond fide 
purchasers of (ey property for a valuable 
consideration. But it appears to us that 
they are neither fish nor flesh, or rather, 
they are like the bat in the fable, some- 
times bird, sometimes beast, as best 
suits their purposes. ‘Their ecclesiasti- 
cal character and privileges, which it 
Must not be forgotten are of a public 
nature, have been used by them as 
Weapons for the perpetration of the 
Stossest acts of injustice. Availing 
themselves of the benefit of the ecclesi- 
astical maxim of nullum tempus occurrit 
ecclesia, which they have enforced even 
with more severity and iness than 
their purely spiritual brethren, they have 
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in numerous instances overturned ex- 
emptions from tithes and moduses, 
which had been quietly enjoyed for cen- 
turies, and ‘by these means have enor- 
mously increased the value of their 
tithes. In their ecclesiastical character 
they have long been, to adopt the ex- 
pression of Lord King, the arch-dis- 
turbers and spoliators of vested interests 
and inheritances, and therefore they 
must not expect to be permitted to drop 
their ecclesiastical cassock all at once, 
and to stand before the public as mere 
laymen, claiming protection for “ vested 
lay interests,” because it happens to be 
convenient for them to do so at the pre- 
sent moment. We content ourselves 
with throwing out these hints for the 
present, because we are only giving a 
general outline of the question of church 
reform; it will hereafter be our duty to 
examine the rights of lay-impropriators 
in all their bearings. 

With respect to the objects of the 
church reformers of Ireland, we pass 
over, for the present, Mr. O’Connell’s 
project to abolish tithes as the incum- 
bents die off, and the resolutions of the 
Irish political union, as fit subjects for 
separate discussion; and shall only state 
our conviction that nothing Jess than a 
very great reduction of the revenues of 
the Protestant hierarchy and a_ total 
abolition of tithes will, or ought, to 
satisfy the Irish people. ‘These measures 
are, in our opinion, absolutely necessary 
to prevent a constant repetition of the 
dreadful scene of Newtownbarry and 
Knocktopher,—scenes which, however 
they may be lamented, cannot be won- 
dered at. 

It is now time we conclude this ar- 
ticle; but before we do so, we are de- 
sirous, with all possible deference to the 
judgment off the advocates for church 
reform in England and Ireland, to im- 
press upon their minds the policy, and 
indeed the necessity, of establishing an 
immediate and close union between the 
church reformers of the two kingdoms ; 
they are en in the same cause ; 
and the people of Ireland are, in truth, 
now contending, not for their own rights 
only, but also for those of the people of 
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placed the Irish people in the front of 
the battle. ‘There can be no doubt but) 
that the united efforts of the church re- 
formers of England and Ireland, if pro-| 
perly directed to the concentration of | 
public opinion, and the collecting and 
diffusing of information relative to the 
abuses of the church, and promoting | 


petitions to the legislature, would give | 


such a stimulus and weight to the cause | 
of church reform, as would very speedily 
produce a peaceable settlement of that | 
question to the entire satisfaction of the 
people of both countries. | 
A few words more respecting our- | 
selves: we are members of the church 
of England, and as we sincerely wish to | 
reform, and not to destroy it, we shall | 
not be diverted from our endeavours | 
to promote the cause of ecclesiastical | 
reform, by the imputations of irreligion, 
infidelity, and atheism, which the clergy 
are accustomed to cast upon every one 
who proposes any reform in the church 
established, and which, we are well 
aware, are bestowed much more liberally 
upon those who, like ourselves, propose 
merely to interfere with their temporal 
possessions, than upon these who im- 
pugn the spiritual doctrines of the 
church, or even Christianity itself. We 
should not, however, do justice to our- 
selves if we were not to state our belief 
that the measures of temporal reform, 
of which we have declared ourselves the 
advocates, will not only not prove inju- 
rious to the church, properly so called, 
but are absolutely necessary to preserve 
it from destruction. We would sacrifice 
a considerable part of the temporal 
wealth of the church in order that its 


spiritual and essential parts may remain 
unimpaired ; 


j 


Immedicabile vulnus 
Ense recidendum est, ve pars siucera trabatur. 


In this respect we differ widely from 
the clergy and the other se’f-styled de- 
fenders of the chureh, who, by their 
obstinate resistance to reform, have 
plainly shown that they wouid rather 
expose the whole establishment to de- 





struction, than give up what, at best, is 
a mere appendage to the church, and is 
now become a scandal and a reproach to 
it. At all events, we are convinced that 
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although the measures of reform which 
we support may, the want of such re- 
form must, inevitably destroy both the 
temporal and spiritual establishment of 
the church. 





From this same Magazine I will now 
take two short articles, either of which 
is quite sufficient to induce an honest 
Member of Parliament to take an oath 
never to shave or to wash himseif until 
he had seen these abominations put an 
end to by law. ‘The first article is 
entitled “* Welsh Curates and Irish 
Curates,” and is in the following words : 


Tue poverty of the Welsh curates has 
long been notorious, and indeed pro- 
verbial. The following description of 
the condition of one of that unfortunate 
class of persons is taken from a pam- 
phlet entitled “ Church Regeneration 
and University Reform, by Morgan 
Jones, Esq.” 

** Tiere is in North Wales a clergy- 
‘man of the establishment whoactually 
‘‘ receives no more than the sum above 
“specified (10d, or 15/.) per annum. 
“He has a wile and six children. In 
“the day-time he contrives to scrape 
‘ together a few pence, by conducting 
‘‘n boat, io which passengers cross 4 
“river; he is the barber in the village, 
“shaves for a penny every Saturday 
“night; and five evenings of the week 
“ he teaches the children of the, poor 
** villagers reading and writing, for which 
“ he receives a small acknowledgment. 
‘* When will this scandal to the church 
“be blotted out? O ye ecclesiastical 
“ potentates, for one moment lay aside 
‘* your silken attributes, stop your posti- 
‘* lion at the foot of Snowden, and visit 
“a poor afflicted brother. A Welsh 
‘curate seldom tastes animal food. His 
‘means will scarcely furnish his table 
‘* with a meagre allowance of bread and 
‘* potatoes.” 

With a deference to Mr. Jones, 
we think that it is not necessary that 
their Lordships should be put to the 
trouble and the expense, which can 
so ill afford, of travelling as far as Wales. 
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to pay a visit to the curate of Laken- 


| recently laid before the public, and at 
the same time to take an account of the 


Unless they prefer going in ‘* search of 
the picturesque,” we recommend them 


heath, in Suffolk, whose case has been 


ecclesiastical possessions in that parish. 

They manage these things much better 

in Ireland. In that land of ecclesiastical 

abundanee, the hierarchy and the go- 
vernment do not suffer the curates to 
languish upon stipends insufficient to 
procure them the necessaries of life; 
such, at least, is the conclusion which 
we have ventured to draw from the fol- 
lowing specimen of Irish curates. The 
honourable Charles le Poer Trench is 
curate of Monasterboice, in the diocese 
of Armagh, but the stipend being, we 
presume, insufficient for his decent 
maintenance, he. has'also been made— 

Archdeacon of Ardagh (patron, the 
archbishop). 

Vicar-General of Tuam (patron, the 
archbishop). 

Vicar-General of Clonfert (patron, the 
bishop). 

Prebendary of Faldown, Diocese of Tuam 
(patron, the archbishop). 

Rector and vicar of Athenry, Abbert, 
and Dunmacloughy ; in the Diocese 
of Tuam (patron, the archbishop 
and the crown alternately). 

Rector and vicar of Dunleer, Moylary, 
Dysart, Hippock, and Dramear ; 
in the Diocese of Armagh (patron, 
the King), 

An ancient author, Xenophon we 
think (fur it is long since we left school), 
informs us that in Persia it was the cus- 
tom to assign certain tracts of land to the 
defraying of the expenses of the ward- 
robe of the queen, and that each of such 
districts was called by the name of some 
particular article of her dress; thus, 
for example, one estate was called ‘‘ the 
Queen's girdle.” Now, as the clergy 
have always been emulous of regal 
state, witness the palaces and thrones of 
the bishops, we think that there can be 
no great impropriety in supposing that 
the various preferments of the curate of 
Monasterboice have been bestowed upon 
him for a similar’ purpose, and 
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after the Persian fashion. Accordingly, 
Ardach might be called his “ Shovel 
hat;” Tuam, his ‘“‘ Wig ;” Clonfert, 
his ** Cassock ;” Faldown, &c. &c., his 
“* Wine-cellar,” &c. &c., and Monaster- 
boice, his ** Snuff-box.” But, to be 
serious, before we conclude, we cannot 
help expressing our admiration of these 
splendid acts of charity and liberality 
towards a curate; there can be no 
doubt that when they come to be suffi- 
ciently known, they will go a long way 
towards removing the odium that has 
been cast upon the hierarchy of Ireland. 





So that this fellow, who is the curate 
of one place, is an archdeacon, is a vicar- 
general in two several dioceses, is a 
prebendary in another diocese, is a 
rector and vicar of eight parishes be- 
sides; but then, observe, this fellow 
belongs to the family of Clancarty, the 
brother-in-law of Castlereagh and of 
Londonderry. 

The other short article from the 
Magazine is entitled ‘ State of the 
Church in the Is’e of Ely.” Ely is the 
see of a bishop, and this island, abound- 
ing in churches, corresponding in mag- 
nificence with the beautiful cathedral in 
that town; and being besides perhaps 
the very richest spot in ali England, in 
proportion to its extent, this Isle of Ely 
and this cathedral establishment are, by 
the clergy, treated in the manner which 
the reader will perceive from the foilow- 
ing article. 


State of the Church in the Isle of Ely. 


The following letter from a corre- 
spondent, exhibits in a very striking 
point of view three of the most crying 
abuses of the church,—useless and 
burdensome as a and offices, 
non-residence of the clergy, and the 
enormous value of church benefices ; 
and therefore we make no apology for 
inserting it. It is an epitome of the 
ecclesiastical state of the whole king- 





dom. Our correspon reer however, 
we perceive minor canons 
of the cathedral of Ely, and has not 
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endeavoured to supply this deficiency in| extensive, and populous district, there is 
im i regard to the chapter of Ely, by an/in reality but one resident incumbent : for 
iin i additional statement, showing the total | the incumbents of the two small vicarages 
i value of their respective preferments. | of Whittlesey can only be considered, as 

| far as regards the keeping of hospitality, 
as curates to the lay impropriators. There 

Sir,—I beg leave to send you the fol- | may perhaps be some trifling inaccuracies 
lowing statement of the condition of the|in the statement, but the annual incomes 
established church in the Isle of Ely. You! of the several livings are very far from 
will find that throughout that opulent,’ being exaggerated. 





( Tothe Editor of the Ch urch Reformers’ Magazine. ) 

































































, Yearly . 
} Names. Benefice. Value Residence. 
Th EAST AEN a aga 
Dr. B.E.Sparke. | Bishopric of Ely. 12,000 | Resides for about a 
i month at Ely occa- BB 
18 sionally. e: 
, J. Wood. Deanery of Ely ( Mastership| 1600 | Resides at Ely one fe 
of a College, and a Rectory, month in the year. 7 
total value £ 3630 per an- . 
num ). 
G. Jenvns. Prebend ditto (two Vicarages, 800 Ditto. 
F £.1950 per annum). 
' 
H. Fardell. Prebend ditto (three Recto- 800 | Resides in the palace, 
4 ries andaVicarage, £ .2900 letting his preben- 
per annum ), dal house. 
a E. Parke: Prebend ditto. 800 | Resides at. Ely one 
t month in the year. 
7 
i W. W. Childers, | Prebend ditto(a Rectory and| 800 Ditto. 
' a Vicarage, £.1400 per 
' annum), 
G. O. Cambridge. | Prebend ditto ( Archdeaconry 800 Ditto. 
| and two Rectories, £.3100 | 
per annum). 
| ' 
Hi. T. Dimpier. | Prebendditto(aRectoryanda| 800 Ditto. 
Vicarage, £1800 per ann). | 
J. H. Sparke. Prebend ditto(Chancellorship| 800 | Residesin the palace, 
| and three Rectories, £3100 letting his preben- 
per annum), dul-house. 
| E. B. Sparke. Prebend ditto (two Rectories| 800 Ditto. 
and a Vicarage, £.1900' 
i per annum). 
i — Cambridge, Elm R., a sinecure. 2000 | Non-resident. 
’ 
| J. Jackson. Elm V. 800 Ditto. 
| -E W.G. Townley. | Upwell, Outwell, Welney R.| 3000 Ditto. Pi 
| | | 
1, E. Peak. Manea-cum-Coveney. 800 Ditto. : 
: The Prebendaries | Stuntney. a There are no resi- 
he of Ely take the | Chettisham. = dent incumbents 
ie great tithes of | Ely, St. Mary. 3 or curates in these 
these 7 places. | Ely, Trinity. FI places. 
Thetford. = 
Witchford. = 
Witcham, > 
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Yearly 





Names. Benefice. Value. Residence. 
— F. 
— Sparke. Littleport. 1200 | Non-resident. 
H. Baber. Streatham. 1200 Ditto. 
H. Law. Downham. 1200 Ditto. 


Mr. Serj. Pell (Lay | Wilburton. 
Impropriator ). 
J. Blick. Wentworth. 


E. Leathes. Sutton-cum-Mepal. 


A, Peyton. 





— Chatfield. Chatteris, 
— Sparke. W isbeach. 
H. Sparke. Leverington. 


E.. Cook. 
—_ Ditto 


Archdeacon of Ely.| Haddenham. 





I presume the above list will require 
little comment. A society ought to be 
immediately formed to collect information 
respecting the amount and application of 

| the revenues of the church; unless in- 
deed the Government would (as they 
| Ought to do) issue a commission for that 
purpose, which must be done sooner or 
later, I am, &c. 
ELIENSIS. 





Now, readers, will a reform of the 
Parliament be worth one single straw, 
if enormities like this be suffered to exist 
for one day after that Parliament shall 
meet: if one single day shall be suffered 
to pass without steps being taken, pre- 
paratory to a general measure for 
Wiping off from the nation the deep 

_ Stain of suffering this disgraceful thing 


~ 


_ ‘to exist? For my part, I would scorn 


*. 


to call myself the representative of any 
‘own or any county that would not 
| Pledge itself to stand by me, to the last 
_©xtremity, while I endeavoured to sweep 
4Way this intolerable mass’of abuses. _. 


._ To gentlemen in Ireland, I beg leave 
















Doddington, March, Wim-j| 8000 
blington, Benwick. 


Whittlesey, St. Mary. = 


St. Andrew. —_ 





j) ‘observe, that, if they wish the thing | 


800 | A resident curate. 


400 | Non-resident. 
1500 Ditto. 


Ditto. 


1200 | Resident.* 
3000 | Non-resident. 
4000 Ditto. 
Resident. 
Ditto. 


400 | Non-resident. 








to be done effectually and quietly, they 
must have the hearty concurrence and 
co-operation of the people of England. 
I beg the gentlemen of Ireland to look 
attentively at the third paragraph from 
the end of the above-inserted address of 
the editor of the Magazine. He there 
invites them to co-operation. He there 
tells them that the people of England 
are looking up to them, as in the front of 
the battle. This useful co-operation 
cannot be carried on more effectually 
than by correspondence with the editor. 
The Magazine is published by Mr. 
Errincuam Witson, of the Royal Ex- 
change, London. I perceive that it is 
advertised as being sold by Mr. Wake- 
man, No. 9, Dolier-street, Dublin. 
Now it would be of the greatest pos- 
sible utility if gentlemen in Ireland 
would make communications to the edi- 
tor, through his publisher Mr. Wilson, 
respecting particular instances of tithe 
oppression in Ireland, and of church 
monopoly. ‘The names of the,parties 

given, and the communica- 
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municate as soon as possible to the 
editor respecting the extent of the 
refusal to pay tithes in Ireland, and 
respecting the manner of proceeding in 






re Trrues. 
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the appropriation of the church lands to the 
support of the poor. With respect to this 
petition, there was nothing improper in the 
wording of it, and in presenting it, he con- 
ceived that he was only performing a minis- 





the business from the beginning to the 
end. Mr. Stanley's account of the 
manner of scoring and driving off the 
cattle, of preventing their march about 
the country ; of guarding them to the 
shore by police, in order to send them 
to England for sale ; of the resolutions 
entered into in this country not to buy 
Irish cattle brought over for sale for 
the payment of tithes: Mr. Stanley was 
very obliging in giving us this infor- 
mation, of which the editor of the 
Magazine has taken care to avail him- 
self. This fellow Stanley began his 
political career by eulogising parsons 
and tithes; and he will see the latter 
totally disappear before he has pro- 
ceeded in his career much farther. 
In conclusion | venture to say, that no 
publication that we have seen come 
the press in my time, has contained 
so much really useful information as 
we are likely to get through tbe channel 
of this Magazine. This will be a book 
of really “useful knowledge,” which 
is the title that Brouenam-Vavx gives 
to the rubbishy Scotch stuff that, he 
is putting forth, and which is some- 
times sent gratis about the country, 
under treasury franks, and of course 
postage free, while 1 am compelled to 


pay fourpence for a stamp, in order that 


my writings may go by the post. 





DEBATE OF TITHES. 
(From the Morning Chronicle.) 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 7, Feb. 1832. 


Earl Grey rose to present several petitions | mittee would never remedy. 


terial duty ; and it was not on that account 
to be supposed that he approved of the mea- 


‘sures prayed for, or that, if they were pro- 


posed by others, that he wonld give them 

his most determined opposition, Under the 

circumstances of the case and the time, he 

had thought it of urgency to bring forward a 

proposition to improve the condition of the 

clergy of Ireland ; but at the same time, he 

had never for one moment thought of looking 

at any measure but one which would secure 

the clergy of Ireland in their just rights, and 

remove the complaints caused by the present 

system. He admitted that he had looked 

with no satisfaction at the misrepresentation 

which had got abroad; and he thought it 

necessary to state, that while in Ireland a 

combination to resist the payment of tithes 

was continued, and while it continued to 

spread, he felt it was absolutely necessary, 
before anything else, that the legislative an- 

thority and the laws should be vindicated, 
and that measures should be adopted to secure 

the successful exertion of the power placed 

in the hands of the Government. That 
power certainly should be and had been 
exerted to secure the rights of the clergy; 

and if it were found insufficient, he had no he- 

sitation in saying, that he wauld propose to 
their lordships to give further powers to the 
Government, if that were rendered necessary, 

lo suppress the resistance. 

The Earl of WickLow expressed Ais satis- 
faction at hearing the declaration of the no- 
ble Rarl, and regretted that a similar one had 
not been made before. Ifsuch a declaration 
had fallen from the noble Earl, or from any 
other member of the administration, before 
the proposal of forming a committee had been 
submitted to Parliament, that would have 
made the Irish, he believed, more contented 
than at present with tithes, and would have 
prevented much mischief. He believed that 
the proposition for appointing the committee, 
unaccompanied by such a declaration, had 
produced a great deal of evil which the com- 
He doubted 





to their lordships, The first was from Stone- | whether the strongest exertions of the Ge- 
house, praying that the Reform Bill might | vernment would get the better of this mis- 


into a law; the second was from Water- | chief. 
ord, praying for additional members to Ire- 


land ; the third was from Castlebar, with a| noble Earl was satisfied with what he had 


a similar prayer, andin particular demanding 
that Maye should have an increase of mem- 


done, but he regretted that the noble Earl 
should have found fault with what he 


bers; the fourth was from silk-manofacturers | omitted. From the opinions which he 


at Macclesfield, praying for further protec- | always held, and whi 
tion for the silk-throwster; the fifth was “ c se 


from Yeovil, praying for protection to the 


he had always ¢%- 
pressed, he could have no s that ib 
person would ever attribute the present 


ve-manufacture ; the last was from the | to him. (Hear, hear.) H no reason to 
abitants of a parish in Ireland, pray- | believe ‘net Ae age hand be could be 
ing for the abolition of the church-rates | thrown + To his Majesty's 
Ifthe 


and vestry-cesa, the abolition of tithes, and | (Hear.) 





Government. 
had then supposed such a de 


Earl Grey was certainly pleased thatthe — 
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claration necessary, he would have made it ; 
but on every occasion that he had spoken on 
| the subject, he had, on the part of his Ma- 
| jesty’s Government, expressed a determina- 
‘tion to enforce the law; and Ministers had 
not thought that any further expression of 
‘their opinions was necessary. (Hear, hear, 
hear.) Certainly the powers entrusted to 
S §6Government would be fully employed ; but 
> he must say, that pains had been taken to 
>> propagate in Ireland false opinions concern- 
ing the intention of his Majesty’s Govern- 
met. He thought that the manner in which 
the Government had exercised the power 
"> entrusted to it, was a sufficient answer to 
) these impuatations, and that there was no oc- 
casion tor the Government, when it could 
refer to its acts, to make use of many expres- 
sions. He certainly had thoug!it those facts 
sufficient; but as the misrepresentation con- 
tinued, he felt disposed to avail himself of 
the opportunity more emphatically, but not 
more sincerely, than on former occasions, to 
state that it was the resolution of the Go- 
vernment to employ all the authority with 
which the law invested it, and exert all its 
power to maintain the just rights of the 
clergy. (Hear, hear.) 

Lord ELLenBorouGHu referred to the pa- 
pers submitted to the Lords’ Committee and 
laid on the table of the House, and said, if 

_ the noble Earl had laid those papers on the 
table when the motion was made for appoint- 
ing a committee, the noble Earl would then 

' certainly have made the declaration he had 

/ now made. As early as last November it 
was stated to the people of Ireland that the 
Government was not favourable to the tithe 
system, and that it would not prevent the 
spoliation of the clergy. The noble Earl was 
aware that the whole people were aroused by 
the expectation of the measures of the Go- 
vernment, and that as long as that expecta- 
tion continued, not knowing what might ulti- 
mately be the arrangement, the rights of the 
clergy were necessarily suspended. All the 
evils which were described in the papers laid 
on the table, must necessarily be increased. 

While there were any doubts existing as to 

_ What were to be the relations between the 

__ tithe-receiver and the tithe-payer, it was im- 

_ Possible to expect that the clergy would ex- 

pose themselves to danger by exercising their 

Tights, and impossible to expect that the 

: c vite: Payers would continue to pay that of 

Seed “ expected at no distant day to be 

By initia |. Since the appointment of the com 

ae € it had been stated, as he expected, 
“hat all the evils of the system had not only 

_ Continued but increased, and had extended 

ee to other counties and other parts of the coun- 

. 


_ try in which previously no profession of re- 
_ Sistance ted Lose seal! ' Under the present 
cumstances, the Government certainly 
as 


on ntto lose no time in fe 
‘ noble Earl had dove, to vindicate 
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the clergy. Unless that were done, and done 
rigorously and speedily, the resolution to re- 
sist the payment of tithes would be extended, 
and the payment altogether resisted. It was 
impossible that this evil could continue with- 
out leading to other dangers. That must be 
the case in all countries, and particularly in 
Ireland, where the people were accustomed 


| to think that all rights were only concessions 


to force; and this state of things could not 
continue in Ireland without endangering 
rent. Whatever proposition the Govern- 
ment might have to make, it ought to lose no 
time, and the noble Earl should enforce the 
law for the maintenance of the rights of the 
clergy. He would venture to suggest that it 
was most desirable that an _ investigation 
should immediately take place into the state 
of the existing laws as to enforcing the rights 
of the clergy, what remedies were provided 
for them, and if it were necessary to make 
any further provision. He was not aware if 
this had been done. He thought it was most 
desirable that the clergy should be enabled 
by some speedy and cheap process to attach 
not only the property but the persons of the 
tithe payers, andto recover his dues. As the 
law now stood, there was no power of break- 
ing up the combinations, and nothing could 
effect that but a cheap and speedy method of 
attaching the person. He would venture 
likewise to suggest, that if the law was not 
at present sufficient, some strong measure 
should be passed to enable tho Government to 
prosecute any individuals arraying themselves 
against the payment of tithes, It was not 
only illegal to resist tithes—and for that cer- 
tainly the parties might be prosecuted—but 
there should be likewise a power of proceed- 
ing against those who advised such a measure; 
for such advice, whether illegal or not, must 
tend to subvert the tithe system. These were 
matters which he thought worthy of conside- 
ration, and which implied that some new law 
was necessary. It was necessary to strengthen 
the hands of the owners of tithes, the hands 
of the clergy, and the hands of the Govern- 
ment, in order to enable them to make head 
against the combination. 

The Marquis of Lanspowne: After what the 
noble Baron had stated as to the proceedings 
of the committee, he thought it as well to 
state, for the satisfaction of the noble Baron, 
that Dr. Halloran had given it in evidence 
before the committee, that every application 
which had been made te the Irish Govern- 
ment for assistance to support the rights of 
the clergy had been most promptly and effi- 
caciously granted, It was fully proved by 
the evidence before the committee, given by 

ns of various descriptions, more or 
terested in obtaining their legal dues— 
the evidence that not @ 
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add anything after this practical demonstra- | might give considerable relief to the people, 
tion of the Irish Government, and after the | while they expressed their determination to 


declaration of his noble friend, to prove that 
the Government had made arrangements to 
repress infractions of the law, and that there 
was no foundation, in fact, for the assertion 
that the Government was indifferent to the 
subject. It was not, however, to be concealed 
that those who had an interest in tithes, or 
at least a concurrent interest—it was certain 
that persons in Ireland had countenanced 
and confirmed the belief that Government 
looked with indifference at the infraction of 
the law. Only this day evidence had been 
laid before the committee, that to these re- 
ports was to be attributed the fact, that the 
resistance to the payment of tithes was ex- 
tending to a part of the country in which it 
was unknown at the time of the appointment 
of the committee. People had been willing 
in those places to pay their tithes, looking to 
the results of the committee as likely to re- 
lieve them from the evils of the system. The 
subjects alluded to by the noble Baron had 
already engaged the attention of the commit- 
tee; all the members of it were anxious to 
bring the matter to a speedy conclusion, and 
lay the result of their inquiries before their 
Jordships. 

Lord CLoncurry saw that the expecta- 
tions of the people of Ireland—of justice be- 
ing done to them by the Committee— had 
already been of great service in keeping the 
people of Ireland trom having recourse to 
violence. If the people understood that they 
might look for redress to the legislature, 
they would rely on it, but the people would 
persist in their opposition if they were told 
that their just rights were not to be at- 
tended to. 

Lord Wynrorp was understood to sa 
that great exertions were made by the Com- 
mittee to get at the bottom of the mischief. 
The existing state of the law had been in- 
quired into, and he could say that it was the 
same as in England, except that the clergy 
of Ireland had an additional remedy. He 
did not agree with the noble Baron who 
spoke last as to the cause of the mischief. It 
arose in a great measure, he believed, from 
the misconduct of the Catholic clergy. It 
began, he believed, in what he might call the 
province of Dr. Doyle, who, in his pastoral 
letters, had declared to the Catholic clergy 
that those who paid tithes were not fit for 
the rites of religion here, nor happiness here- 
after. He was satisfied, and it was due to 
his Majesty’s Ministers to state, that every 
effort was made by the committee to get at 
the foundation of the evil and provide an 
adequate remedy. 

Lord PLUNKETT was not unwilling to trou- 
ble their Lordships with a few observations. 
He was satisfied at perceiving that there was 


a strong disposition in their Lordships to 
enter into the question, and promote the mea- 
sures of Ministers, who thought that they 


uphold the rights aud interests of the clergy, 
His noble friend, who had introduced the 
petition, had not thought it necessary, on the 
occasion of moving for the appointment of 
the committee, to repeat the declarations he 
had uniformly made, of his determination to 
stand by the interest of the church. Often 
had he heard his noble friend declare this sen- 
timent in his speeches; and he could notagree 
with those who said that his noble friend had 
not given many proofs of his determination 
to stand by the rights of the church. He 
would observe. that from the nature of the 
Government, it was absurd to suppose that 
the Government could ever entertain any in- 
tentions unfavourable to tithes. The notion 
that it was, had not proceeded from the si- 
lence of his noble friend, but from injudicious 
observations which had been put forth in dif- 
ferent quarters (hear, hear)! He was not 
surprised that the lowest classes of the peo- 
ple should entertain a notion that the Govern- 
ment was willing to sacrifice the rights of the 
church from any notice being taken of the 
subject. He was not surprised that they cre- 
dited every report; but he could find much 
excuse for them in their ignorance and want 
of education. Their expectations were, 
at the same time, encouraged by persons 
higher in rank—by persons connected with 
the clergy—who had led the people, by their 
assertions, to believe that the Government 
Was e@pposed to tithes. He regretted very 
much that persons of high rank and high in 
place should lend their names to raise sus- 
picion in the minds of ihe people. It was not 
to be supposed that those who deprecated hs 
Majesty’s Government could really believe 
that the Government would not support the 
Protestants of Ireland (hear, hear). Nothing 
more unwarrantable was ever inferred, if that 
conclusion was drawn from the appointment 
of the committee (hear)! Nething more dan- 
gerous, nothing more mischievous, was ever 
propagated ; and it had not one fact to sup- 
port it (hear, hear)! It was truly said that 
in many places the people had resisted the 
payment of tithes, and there were found 
persons who said that it was the interest ol 
the Government not to support the clergy- 
Such expressions used against the Govern- 
ment went a long way in some people’s 
minds to warrant suspicion. It was not only 
the interest of this Government, dud it was the 
interest of every Government to su t and 
protect the rights of the church. Persons who 
said that the Government was not favourable 
to the Protestants propagated slander (hear, 
hear). With respect to the Government 
with which he was connected, he could say, 
that it evinced in its acts that it was deter- 
mined to support the just rights of the clergy- 
Protection had been offered to them, and as- 





sistance to maintain their legal rights. He 
thought it necessary to say so much to con- 
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ople ; ay 
a: to ince their lordships that it was the determi- 
ergy. ation of the Government of Ireland to stand 
| the by the rights of the church. 

n the “Lord ExpensoRouGu referred to a circum- 
nt of stance which occurred on the Sth of January, 
18 he hen an individual exhorted a congregation 
mn to not topay tithes, and to allow neither a distress 


ften , dstraint forthem. That was, he concluded, ' 
Telcarly illegal, and he desired to know if the 









“al cing’s Government had instituted any inqui- 
had ies to ascertain whether any legal evidence 

tion pf this conduct could be procured, and if it 
He Seould, had it instituted a prosecution ? 


Viscount MeLBourne replied, that he could 
mot answer as to this particular case, but he 
knew that in similar cases inquiries had been 
instituted, and prosecutions contemplated, 
Petitions laid on the table. 

Lord CLoncurRRY presented several peti- 
tions from different places in Ireland against 
the tithe system, which were all referred to 
the committee sitting to inquire into tithes in 
Ireland. 
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uch BURDETT 
“= BECOME AN ARISTOCRAT. 

, § ) : 
on (From the Chronicle.) 

1 at *,s . 
a fe Ar the National Political Union, on 
ent “Me Thursday night, Sir Francis Burpert 
ty seemed to consider some of the state- 
— ments in the Report read that night as 
aA aspersions cast on the aristocracy. We 
™ have had an opportunity of perusing that 
ve document, and we do not think it states 
he nore with regard to the body in question 
s than is borne out by fact. 
ae In the account of the circumstances 
oa leading to the formation of the Union, 
er the writer mentions— 
p- (et : : 
at |. “1. The determination with which the aris- 
1c _ tocracy clung tothe power which they possess, 
d and which they have so shamefully abused ; 
of the powerlessness of Ministers singlehanded 
,. against this obstinate body, which originally 
call ‘a ~~ an erga 
4 alled the National Political Union into exist- 
's ar It was clear, after the rejection of the 
y » Keform Bill by the Lords, that the aristocracy 
e » Would not spontaneonsly renounce their 
d Power: it was equally clear that the Ministers, 
» Who felt themselves so weak as to be obliged 
. to conciliate and bow down before a portion 


: hy body, were not strong enough, un- 
aided, to support the. claims of the people. 


n order to afford them the assistance they 
needed—j 
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array; to give them by union so imposing an 
appearance, that denial of their demands 
should be hopeless and direct oppression 
dangerous. 

“At this time also there was yet another 

circumstance inducing the necessity for a 
means by which the people might express 
their wishes. The cry of are-action in the 
popular opinion was raised by the enemies of 
reform. These infatuated opponents of good 
government had mistaken, or pretended to 
mistake, the silent and dangerous dissatisfac- 
tion of the people for an apathy towards 
reform. The gloom that was gradually settling 
upon the public mind, preparing men for the 
worst, making them to expect and fitting 
them to encounter all the perils of a violent 
struggle for good government—this gloomy 
despair was believed, or pretended to be be- 
lieved, a quiet aquiescence in the will of the 
aristocracy; and the most dangerous crisis 
which has occurred for many years in the 
history of this country was treated with care- 
less contempt by the headlong and reckless 
enemies of the people. In order to correct 
this dangerous mistake on the part of the 
aristocracy, in order to quiet the alarms and 
strengthen the purposes of the well-meaning 
but timid friends of reform, inorder efficiently 
to direct the energies of the ardent and de- 
termined, some means for the immediate ex- 
pression of the popular wishes, in a calm, 
legal, yet effective manner, was absolutely 
requisite. To this purpose, a union of all 
classes interested in good government was 
proposed, and immediate measures taken to 
carry this proposal into effect. 
“ DIFFICULTIES ATTENDING THE FORMA- 
TION OF THE NATIONAL Powiticat UNION.— 
Great and manifold difficulties had to be en- 
countered before the object desired could be 
obtained. Itisof the utmost importance that 
these difficulties shonld be fairly stated— 
should be thoroughly understood. These 
very obstacles being among the most per- 
nicious of the evils created by a mischievous 
government. 

‘Unfortunately, the classes which had to 
be united, viz. the middleand working classes, 
stood opposed to one another ina distressing 
and dangerous hostility. Large numbers of 
the middle classes had hitherto, from various 
causes, been either the tame followers or 
the active supporters ef the aristocracy. By 
the aristocracy themselves, and the writers 
whom the aristocracy had won by favour or 
hired by money for the purpose, the middle 
classes had been too generally taught to be- 
lieve the working classes lovers of riot, confu- 
sion, and spoliation; they were led to fancy 
them men rendered desperate by poverty, 


the pubi n order to give a definite form to| seeking for change in order to grow rich by 
: which ‘Cc opinion—to create an organ through | plunder; they were thus, on the one hand, 
4 mitted that opinion could be efficiently trans- | set against the working classes ; while on the 
en 2c: the plan of a National Political Union | other, they were impelled towards the aris- 

"as entertained. The object was to put the 


tocracy by those habits of crawling sub- 
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ishes of the people at large in organised | servience to all above, and arrogant assump- 
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tion to all whom they deemed below, which 
all aristocracies have too successfully ineul- 
cated. Thus fear of evil from the working 
classes, hope of distinction, favour, and re 
ward from the aristocracy, had hitherto ren- 
dered the middle classes averse to any union 
with that part of the people whose interests 
in fact were and are identical with their 
own.” . 

Sir Fxancis said— 

“He dissented from the aspersions cast on 
the aristocracy, and considered it as essenti- 
ally necessary to have sucha body of men in 
society as it is to have the cathedral of St. 
Paui complete in allits parts, Degrees were 
necessary to society. He certainly did not 
wish to confound the higher or aristocratical 
orders of society with the oligarchy of the 
country, or the boroughmongermg faction 
that holds in tyrant chains the liberty of the 
people.” 


At the Crown-and-Anchor, in 1818, 
this fellow, in alluding to something 
that I had said about him, and especially 
at a prediction of mine, that he would 
become one of the most stinking of all 
aristocrats before he died ; upon that 
occasion he said that he might, for 
anything that he knew, become an 
oyster before he died; but, at any rate, 
no one could say that he was not a con- 
sistent politician! Under this fellow's 
own hand, with his name at the bottom 
of it, we have assertions made by him, 
upon several occasions, that it was 
“THE GREAT FAMILIES ” that 
enslaved and beggared the nation ; and 
upon one occasion we have, under his 
own hand, an assertion that the country 
never would be better off undil the leaves 
were torn out of the ACCURSED RED 
BOOK ; and that book contains a list of 
the royal family and of all the peers. 
Oh! but it is the oligarchy and the 
boroughmongers that he dislikes, and 
not the high aristocracy! Indeed! And 
who are the high aristocracy then, if 
they be not the “ great families?” And 
who are the boroughmongers except it 
be Dukes and Marquises, and Earls, 
and Viscounts, and Barons ? What this 
shuffling shoyhoy will come to at last 
it is difficult to say; but it is evident 
that he is at present a mere tool in the 
hands of the aristocracy for nullifyin 
the spirit and rendering ridiculous the 

roceedings of this polititical union in 
don, which, by-the-by, is laughed at 


from one end of the country to the 
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other ; and chiefly because it has this 


| battered sham-patriot at ine head. 





Sadia, iF 


ROTTEN BOROUGH OF 
WESTMINSTER. 


Tue following article from the Morn. 
ing Chronicle is a puff, written I dare 
say by Hobhouse himself, the making 
of whom Secretary of War and a 
Privy Councillor, is quite sufficient 
to enable us to judge of the character 
of this Ministry. This man _ has 
been bred amongst the public money, 
and it would take fire and sword 
to drive him out of it. However, we 
shall have the parliamentary reform in 
one way or another, and then I shall 
take the liberty to inquire whether we 
may not be permitted to look into the 
accounts of those who have been receiv- 
ing public money. A public accountant 
is an indelible character. I cannot help 
hoping that the nation must still be rich 
if everything be well looked into; and 
[ certainly should not be disposed to 
overlook the sums which have been 
given to Lady Juliana, and to the com- 
missioner of the debts of the nabob of 
Arcot. There was, it seems, no more to 
do at the re-election of this man amongst 
the sordid, besotted, and corrupt 
wretches of the wen, than there would 
have been at the appointing of a con- 
stable. It was not market-day at Covent- 
garden, so that there were no rotten 
turnips or cabbages to spare, to be flung 
at his head, as there were in 1830. 

*« The appointment of Sir Joun Hos- 
“ HOUSE as successor to Sir Henry 
“ PARNELL seems to be generally viewed 
“ with satisfaction. Notwithstanding 
“ the inuendoes of some of our contem- 
** poraries, the Court Circular confirms 
‘‘ our statement that the retirement of 
“ Mr. Tennyson from office was totally 
“unconnected with political motives, 
‘as he was yesterday sworn in as a Privy 
‘“‘ Councillor, This honourable recog 
‘* nition of his services'is totally incon- 


g |“ sistent with the bi? Breer that 


“* differences with the Government had 
*‘ caused his secession. At the same 


“ time, this, in other respects, gratuitous 
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« admission by the King of so deeply- 
« pledged and active a reformer into his 
« Privy Council, furnishes a conclusive 
answer to those who are daily in- 
« sinuating that his Majesty is now in- 
\“ clined to retreat from the course upon 
| “which he had entered.” 


NT  ————————_—_— 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, 
Fripay, Fesruary 10, 1832. 


| INSOLVENT. 
- JONES, P., Folkestone, Kent, cabinet-maker. 


BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED, 
BYRON, J. S., Boston, Lincolnshire, draper. 


BANKRUPTS. 


DAVIS, D. D., Fitzroy-square, boarding- 
| 4 house-keeper. 
® DAVIs, J., Burton-on-the-Hill, Gloucester- 

shire, auctioneer. 

GALE, J., Manchester, carver. 

GRANT, D., late of Kensington, builder. 

HANNUM, &., Oxford, carpenter. 

JACKSON, J., Rochester, brush-maker. 

JEWSBURY, J. C., Canterbury, linen-draper. 

JONES, T., Kidderminster, druggist. 

LONGWORTH, R., Upper Rawcliffe-with- 
Tarnicar, Lancashire, rush-dealer. 

MONTAGUE, J., Charlotte-street, Bedford- 
square, jeweller, 

MORGAN, W.,, G. R. Roach, and G, Morgan, 
Liverpool-street, merchants. 

POOLE, J., Worcester, comb-manufacturer. 

TAYLOR, T., Clifford-st., Bond-st., man’s 
mercer, 

WARNER, J., Manchester, warehouseman. 

YOUATT, W., Nassau-street, Middlesex-hos- 
pital, druggist. 


Tugspay, Fepruary 14, 1632. 
INSOLVENTS. 


| DE METZ, A. L., Walter’s-buildings, Hol- 
loway, bill-broker, 
MACKAY, J., Broad-st., insurance-broker. 


BANKRUPTS, 


ARMITAGE, J., and J. Greenwood, Clayton 
and se Yorkshire, stuff-manufacturers. 
AUST, D., Walcot, Somersetshire, builder. 
BREARLEY, J., Brimrod, Lancashire, wool- 
len- manufacturer. 
BURG ESS, C.M., Toxteth-park, Lancashire, 
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HALLIWELL, R. O,, Whitechapel-road, oil- 


man. 
HAMILTON, R., Fountain-court, Bishops- 
te-street, wine-merchant, 
KEER, G. B. sen., Framlington, Suffolk, 
common-brewer. 
KNOX, P., Maidstone, grocer. 
MAUGHAM, W. T., King-street, Covent- 
garden, batter. 
MOTTERSHEAD, S., Manchester, cotton- 
spinner. 
NEWMAN, J., South-st., Chelsea, victualler. 
PARKER, G., Deritend, Warwickshire, factor. 
SIDFORD, R. B., Wilton, Wiltshire, baker. 
TAYLOR, A., Royton, Lancashire, cotton- 
spinner. 
WISEMAN, L., Norwich, silkman. 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lang, Corn-EXxcuanGe, Feeruary 
13.—Qur supplies have been, since this day 
se’nnight, of wheat from all quarters, as also 
English, Irish, and Scotch barley, and Irish 
malt, moderately good; of English malt, Eu- 
glish, Irish, and Scotch oats, and English and 
lrish flour, great; of Scotch and foreign flour, 
and Scotch malt, with beans and seeds, from 
all quarters, but limited. 

This day’s market was rather numerously 
attended both by London and country buyers, 
but owing to the abundance of the supply 
eae | these to press for abatements, whilst 
the sellers were firm to their last week’s posi- 
tion, the trade was throughout very dull: 
with most kinds of oats at a depression of 
from ls. to 2s. per qr.: with wheat, barley, 
malt, peas, beans, and flour, at last Monday’s 
rices. In rye, bran, or Indian corn, but 
ittle, if anything, doing. 

Wheat .cccccccceescce cone 58s. to 66s. 

Ry€ .ccccccccecccccscececs S45. to 385, 

Barley . ..sccccscseseeseee 205 to 32s, 
fine.. ef#eeeeee ee eeee 34s, to 4ls. 
Peas, White .....++-s..0+ 348. to 38s, 
Guages. Boilers seen ereeeete 36s. to 40s, 
=e Grey eeeseeeteeee te 34s. to 38s, 
Beans, Old... .c.ecesssesees 346. to 368, 
Tick ...ccccssss-ee 338, to 378, 
Oats, Potatoe eoeveeeeeengee 23s. to 26s. 
Gap Poland core eeee get eene 2is. to 24s. 
orem Feed eeeteeteeteoeee o8 174. to 22s. 
Flour, per sack ....se+eee++ 55%. to 605, 








PROVISIONS. 


Bacon, Middles, new, 44s. to 48s. per cwt. 
be eed Sides, new... 46s, to 48s. 

Pork, _ new cane to 128s. 
Pork, new ...0/8. to —s. per barl. 
Butter, Belfast 92s. to —s. per cwt. 
qpeeer= oor e+ 808, to B68. 

—— Cork os 000s 828. to B45, 

ba ata xg » + 83s, to 84s. 








—- blin +o 000808. to —8, 
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Cheese, Cheshire....54s. to @4s. 

—— Gloucester, Double. . 52s. to 66s. 
Gloucester, Single. ..48s, to 54s. 
Edam .......478. to 505, 








ADVERTISEMENT. 



































—_———_—_- — Gouda *eeeee 46s. to 50s. 
Hams, Irish........62s. to 70s. 





SMITHFIELD.—February 13. 


This day’s supply of beasts, calves, and 
porkers, was rather limited, but fully equal to 
the demand; of sheep, moderately good. The 
trade was throughout very dull: with beef at 
an advance of about 2d, per stone: mutton, 
veal, and pork, at Friday's quotations. 

Beasts, 2,480; sheep, 19,030; calves, 85; 
pigs, 140, 


i 





MARK-LANE,—Friday, Feb. 17. 
The arrivals this week are again large, 
the market is dull, and the prices one or two 
shillings per quarter lower than on Monday. 





THE FUNDS. 
Sat. |Mon & Wed, 


Fri. | | Thar. 
}| 62¢) 625) 824) 62} 623 


82 


3 per Cent, 
Cons. Aun, 





—_———- —_- — — ———— 





THE LANCET, 


EDITED BY MR. WAKLEY. 


Diseases of Horses, Cattle, 
Sheep, Swine, and Dogs. 


The entire Course of 
LECTURES on VETERINAY MEDICINE, 


Now delivering by Witttam Youatt, Esq, in 
the University of London, are now publishing 
in the two volumes of ‘THe Lancer for 1831— 
32, with the usual quantity of Medical Lec- 
tures, Cases, and Criticisms. The Veterinary 
Lectures appear one, two, or more’of them at 
a time, in each succeeding Weekly Number 
of the Journal. The Course will form THE 
MOST COMPLETE TREATISE ON VE. 
TERINARY MEDICINE YET PUBLISHED 
IN THIS ORIN ANY OTHER COUNTRY. 

Not less than Two Mittions or Suetp 
were sacrificed to the disease called “ Tae 
Ror” in England during the last year ! 

Without saying ove word of the IMMENSE 
Losses which anovally occur in this country 
among Hoksts and Carrie, here is proof 
enough that a most disastrous ignorance of 
the true principles of Veterinary Medicine 


prevails in one of the first breedi i 
se, ding countries 
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science should be thrown around the almost 
invariably fatal diseases of our Domestic Ani- 
mals, and that ignorance of the proper Treat- 
ment of those Diseases should no longer exist, 
It is therefore with the greatest satisfaction 
that the Eorror of Tae Lancet announces 
that he has concluded arrangements for pub- 
lishing this Unique Course or Lectures, 
now delivering to the Veterinary Students in 
the University or Lonpon, to which Insti- 
tution Mr. Youatr has been appointed a 
Lecturer by the Noblemen and Gentlemen 
who constitute the Council. 

An unremitting study of his profession 
during thirty years, amply qualifies the Lec- 
turer for the duties of his office, and entitles 
him to be ranked as one of the most learned 
and practical Veterinary Surgeons in this 
country. In these Lectures he will lay before 
the profession the results of his long experi- 
ence, arranged on a plan altogether new. 

The number of Lectures will reach to he- 
tween 80 and 100, and the proof pages are 
carefully revised by the Lecturer himself 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, professional and 
non-professional, Farmers, Veterinary Sur- 
geons, and Dealers in the higher classes of our 
Domestic Animals, will find these volumes of 
Tue LaNcet a complete and invaluable Li- 
brary of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. 


THE LANCET 
(Third Edition) 


ON THE CHOLERA. 


NARRATIVE 
OF THE 
ORIGIN, PROGRESS, AND RAVAGES, 


OF THE 
BLUE CHOLERA CF INDIA; 

From its first irruption in 1817, to its appear- 
ance in England and Scotland, brought down 
to February 1832; embracing a minute ac- 
countof its symptoms, pathology, and treat- 
ment; the controversy regarding its mode of 
propagation , and the sanitary measures cal- 
culated to prevent its increase ; with a Plate 
anda Map. Price ls. 6d. 

Re-published from the ‘* Lancet,” of No- 
vember 19th, 1831, and February 4th, 1632. 

THE LANCET (Price 8d.) is published 
every Friday afternoon, by G. L.. HutcHiy- 
Son, at the Office, 210, Strand, London, in 
time for the evening mails which reach the 
country on Saturday’ morning; and orders 
given for its regular delivery to any Bookseller 
or News-agent in town or country, will be 
punctually attended to. 

Lancet and Ballot Office, 210, Strand, 

December, 1831. 


Ls 
Printed by William Cobbett, Johnson’s-court; and 





| published by him, at 11, Bolt-court, Fleet-street. 


It is high time, then, that the vivid lights of | 
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